
XXVII. N~W ORIENTAL SE.PSINiE. 

By E. BRUNE'l'TI. 

The Acalypterate sub-family Sepsinre recently 'receive-d a 
substantial a.ddition to the number of its Eastern species by Herr 
Meijer,e's pUblication of eight new ones, in addition to iavanica, 
a species he had established two years earlier. 

In the Indian Museum collection, this group 1S very liberally 
represented, and I now give descriptions of a number of new 
species therein contained, with notes on other known species and 
sue.h' new lQcalities as- the material presents. After careful exam-

. ination of over 500 specimens, representing nearly thirty species, 
I fipd, a~ stated by Herr Meijere, that it is unsafe to rely too 
much on certain characters as bases of classification. The usual 
number of dorso-central bristles is four, but the front pair are 
frequently reduced in size, or are absent; in one specimen there 
was a distinct fifth bristle. The sp~ny bristles on the abdominal 
segments are also variable in size and, occasionally, in number. 
Moreover, all the bristles, also the spines on the fore femora, are 
very easily broken off, gene~ally leaving no trace of their presence. 
In addition to the two conspicuous bristles on the scutellum, there 
are often two other very small ones towards the sides of the 
anterior part, and the presence of small additional bristles is not 
at all rare. 

The two basal cells are in some species united by the absence 
of the' intermediate veinlet, but this character is not invariably 
consistent, and in one specimen I found a supplementary veinlet 
joining the third and fourth longitudinal veins, in a line with, 
and apparently an extension of, the outer cross-vein. 

The extent of the greyish white dust on the sternopleurcc is 
also more or less variable and in some species, with an otherwise , . 
wholly black thorax, there is a tendency to a dark brown tinge 
on the shoulders and along the sides. 

In studying the species herein recognised, I have con­
sidered all the above characters taken together, in preference to 
relying on any particular one. I do not feel able to present a 
satisfactory analytical table of species, but an approximate group­
ing for the present will, at least, give the affinities of ruy new 
species. 
A. W ittg with a distinct blacll spot near tip. 
B. Wing spot rather clearly cut, generally round or squarish. 

Two allied species form a first or cynipsea group; these are 
cynipsea, L., and modesta, Meij. 
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Four species allied to the punctum, F., of Europe; these are 
himalayensis, rufibasis (with two varieties), similis and lulvolateralis, 
all new. 
BB. Wing spot indistinct; sometimes opened out hindwards, 

and fading away-never very pronounced. 
In this group are basifera, Wlk., Meijere's apicalis and limbata, 

with my new ones, {lava, rufipectus, lineatipes, tincta, dilala and 
dissimilis. 

N.B.--Belonging to Group A are faseipes, Wlk., linearis, Wlk., 
and monostigma, Thoms., but from the descriptions it is impos­
sible to tell whether they fall in my Group B or in BB. 
AA. Wing entirely clear. 

The species falling in this division appear divisible into two 
main groups, which I will designate the indica and bicolor groups 
respectively. 

I. indica, \Vied., group.-Mainly reddish yellow species of 
comparatively larger size. These are indica, W., ru/a, Mcq., 
trivittata, Big., speetabilis, Meij., ten ella , Meij., and my new species 
brevicosta, adiuncta and brevis. Lateralis, Wied., belongs here, 
but neither Meijere nor myself have ~)een able to recognise it. 

2. bieolor, Wied., group.-Mainly black species of com­
paratively smaller size. These are bicolor, W. (iavanica, Meij J, 
coprophila, decipiens and beckeri of Meijere, and my new species 
humeralis, nepalensis, pubipes and fasciculata. 

A last species, viduata, Thoms.,·is a somewhat isolated one, 
large, black, and with a~ ant-like appearance. 

N.B.--Belonging to Group AA but not to be determined more 
closely owing to the brevity of the descriptions are nitens, C01n­

plicata and lateralis of Wiedemann; revocans, frontalis and testaeea 
of Walker. 

The genus Nem.opoda is, so far as my experience goes, not 
Oriental (vide postea). 

Walker's two species of Piophila (the second one with a­
doubt)-. contecta and disfuncta-I know nothing of; van der 
Wulp's 1uficornis I have identified from Meijere's description. ad­
ding, moreover, a variety from Calcutta (flavifacies). 

The genus SalteUa now becomes Oriental as well as Palrearc­
tic, as a species occurs in Bengal, and a second in South India, 
both herein described. Two other species of this sub-family 
appear in van der Wulp's Catalogue, Cephalia bicolo1, Big., and 
M egamerina annulifera, Big. Of these I also know nothing, and 
would prefer to regard them specifically and generically as 
uncertain. 

Of the localities mentioned in this paper, Theog (8,000 ft.), 
Phagu (8,700 ft.), l\iatiana (B,ooo ft.) and Dharampur (5,000 ft.) 
are all in the Simla (7,000 ft.) District in the W. Himalayas. 

The following localities are all in South India (in Travancore 
St8:t e) and were visited recently (I908) by Dr. Annandale, all being 



190 9.] E. BRUNETTI: New Oriental Sepsinte. 345 

in the plains at low altitude, except Tenmalai which is among 
the hills:-

Trivandrum 
Nedumangad 
Pallode 
Shasthancottah . 
Tenmalai 
Maddathorai 
Shencottah 

Travancore State, near coast. 
10 miles N.E. of Trivandrum. 
20 miles N.E. of Trivandrum. 
12 miles N.N.E. of Quilon (Travancore). 
West side of Western Ghats {Travancore}. 
West base of Western Ghats (Travancore). 
Madras Frontier, east side of Western 

G ha ts (Tra vancore). 

Sepsis cynipsea, L. 

This common species, which .extends over the whole of 
Europe, North Africa and North America, probably extends also 
over the whole of the Palrearctic region. 

The Indian Museum possesses it from the following places: 
Simla (7,000 ft.), II-V-08 and 16-v-og (on the latter date common on 
fiowers of white stonecrop) ; Theog (8,000 ft.), Phagu (8,700 ft.) and 
Matiana (8,000 ft.), Kufri (8,000 ft.), I1-V-09; Dharampur (5,000 ft.), 
28-iv-3-v-08, and also again at Theog and Phagu, 1I-I3-v-09 (all 
Annandale, and all these places in the Simla Di~trict). N aini Tal (6-
7,000 ft.) [Lloyd]; also taken by the Indian Museum collector at 
Unchagaon, 7-iv-og, Bindukhera, 13-v-09; Kichha, 4-iv-og, these all 
in the N aini Tal District but in the plains; Kumaon (N a'ini Tal 
District, 6,000 ft.), 5-vi-og; Darjiling (6,000 ft.), 28-ix-I-X-08 
[Brunetti]; Noalpur, Nepal, 23-ii-08; Bhachkati, Bahraich District 
(United Provinces, India). This latter place is near the base of the 
Western Himalayas. I have also examined a cI' and 2 taken in 
April on Paresnath Hill, Western Bengal, by Dr. Annandale, at a 
height of 4,350 feet. Paresnath Hill is separated by about 200 miles 
from the hills of Nepal, the nearest point in the Himalayas. It will 
be seen that the specimens examined by me are nearly all from 
localities of some altitude, except the few from the plains in the 
N aini Tal District. I think it probable that in the East it is 
practically a hill species, but occurs sparingly at the base of the 
hills J or on isolated elevated localities in their vicinity. 

Sepsis himalayensis t mihi, sp. nov. 

(Plate xiii, figs. r, 2.) 

d' Q Darjiling. Long. Zi-4 mm. 
Head -Frons shining blue-black, bare; ocelli red, equidis­

tant rather widely separated, with two strong, diverging hristles 
situ~ted between them. A row of four eqtlidistant bristles along 
the vertex. reaching from eye to eye, and some bristles of different 
lengths on the back of the head, which is black. Face, cheeks 
and mouth border red, varying to reddish brown and to reddish 
yellow, with a longitudinal row of strong bristles on each side of the 
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mouth. Probos'cis'light brown, with short pale hairs. 1\"n~e~nre 
black, third joint more or less reddish, especially at base'and :on 
under side, t~e:whole. joint sometimes with a greyish'reflection., 

Thorax ~athet,dull black,'srll'Ootn., som'etimes with a slight '4,ark 
green or aenOl1S ,tirrge, especiallt 'on the sides. The d6'rsum bears 
five ·longitudinal:··rows ~of vet)"-minute spines; the middle row is 
central, and. the out'er rowS' n-early on the edges of the dor~um. 
Placed on the posteriQr half of the dorsunl. and forming part of 
the two intermediate rQw~,! oi-~ minute' spines, are two pa.irs of 
strong, black" spipy bristles, sfightly curving back~ards, .. The 
front pair are s01netimes s1natl~r 'and often absent. The lengt~s of 
the two spines forming the 'front pair often are unequal in the saine 
specimen. 

A strong 'spiny 'bristle in front of the ihsertion of each wing, 
and a lateral row of three'on each side of the' thorax, j~st below 
the dorcsum. S'cutellum concofor()us, with two'long spines; metano­
tum shining black. Sternopleura itself \vholly grey dusted, t~e. 
grey not carried forward over ,the 'mesopleura 'o'r any other portio~' 
of the side 'of the thorax. 1 Mesopleura shining, often with an 
aenous or dark green tint, but never grey dusted. 

Abdomen shining violet-black, with scattered, soft sho~t hairs. 
Sides of second segment often more or less reddish, Second seg­
ment with one or two comparatively sm~l1 but distinct bristles to­
war ds the sides, almost' on the posterior border. 'Th ird, fourth, fifth' 
and sixth segments each with a strong bristle towards' each side', 
placed near the posterior border, those on the fourth segment being 
just behind the middle line, although towards the sides of the seg­
merit like the others: Occasionally an additional bristle 9ccurs on 
the fourth segment, and eve~ on the fifth also J -placed between the 
two normal ones. 

Legs.-Coxre reddish yellow, fore pair narrowly at base, 
and posterior pairs' up the middle, .black. Femora' mainly 
shining black, but sometimes with a slight dark green tinge, with 
bases and tips narrowly reddish yellow. The yellow colour is 
variable in exten t, sometimes occupying the greater part of the 
fore pair, especially on the unde'! side ; also in some specimens 
reducing ~he black part on the posterior femora almost to a wide, 
ill-defined band, or confining it (the black) chiefly to the upper side. 

The fore femora in the d" much enlarged below, the enlarge­
ment terminating just before the end in a pair of small bumps 
(inner and' outer) almost contiguous, which bear a few very short 
black spines. Three strong spines occur near together in the 
centre of the femora on the under side, followed by four or five 
shorter strong ones placed on a small bump just before the end of 
the incrassated part; and these stronger spines form, \vith some 

1 In this paper, by "sternopleura" I refer only to that subtriangular 
piece itself whkh in most Oriental species is more or less grey dusted. but in all 
su~h ~ases wholly so. In the few instances where the gt ey is carried forward in a 
thIn hne as mentioned by Herr l\Ieijere in the European N emopoda cylindyica. 
etc., I expressly take note of this fact. 
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intermediate small ones, a more or less re~ular row along the 
whole of the under side. Fore. femora in 9 simple. All the femora 
in both sexes minutely pubescent, the middle ones cearing a 
small spine (sometimes two) on the under side near the middle. 

Tibire : . fore pair in d' generallv reddish yellow, narrowed at 
base (where there are two short black spines), al~o aboutthemiddle, 
in front of which are two stnall enlargements, of which the upper 
~ne bears thre'e or four ",ery short bristles. Fore pair in 9 ~imple. 
Middle tibire w-ith three or four. bristles on the outer and hinder 
sides, placed ~n the apical half. Sind tibire vdth two br:stles in the 
middle) on outer and hinder sides, and one on the outside near the 
tip, but, 11either the number nor the exact position seem to be 
constant The' hind tibire bear at the tip several bristles of vary­
ing length. In both sexes the colour of the four posterior tibire 
is . bla~k, with rather clo')e, black pubescence, espe<;iaUy on the 
hind pair, but the base and tip are often pale. 

Tarsi :. yellowish brown, black towards the tips; with black 
bristly hairs below, which are strongest below the metatarsus in 
the cI' 

UTings nearly clear: small transverse vein placed at about 
three-fifths of the discal cell. The spot at the tip of the s~cond 
longitudinal vein is narro\v on the bent up portion of that vein, 
below which it is enlarged, with a tendency to turn outwards 
towards the tip of the wing. It is never squari~h in shape 
nor does it ever reach the third vein. This latter is very faintly 
suffused towar.ds, but not at, its tip. Halteres pale. 

Described from a considerable number of both sexes taken by 
me at Darjiling, r6-ix-08-2-x-o8, mostly in fields of grass. mixed 
plants' and weeds. Also in the Indian Museum from Da··jili 'g, 
Io-viii-og, and Pashoke, Sikhim (2,Rco ft). S-ix-09. It is a well­
marked species, but shows considerable variation, especially ill the 
colour of the l~gs and at the base of the abdomen. The minute 
rows of spines on the thoracic d Jrsum are often inconspicuous 
or absent, and there ~eems a tendency towards occasion~l extra 
spines on the legs and on the fourth segment of the abdomen. 

N.B.-.. 4". careful examination of a11 the specimens convinces 
me that they represent but a single species, and that the size, 
presence or absence, of the anterior pair of dorso-central thoracic 
bristles is a variable charact(~r, as about half the total number of 
specimens captured show four spines (the front pair generally 
slightly smaller, and not infrequently of different lengths in the 
same speclmen) and the remainder show little or no trace of them, 
a few specimens having them of quite small size. 

Sepsis punctum, Fab. 

(Plate xiii, fig. 3.) 

A specimen taken by me at Shanghai, 16-iv-c6, agrees with 
the de5criptions of punctum, F., as given by Schiner, but froin 
comparison with four males of this species in the Indian lViuseUlll, 
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my specimen is much too. slender and too small to be this species. 
It however possesses the four bristles on the fourth abdominal seg­
ment, and has only two dors')-central bristles on the thorax, in 
these characters agreeing with punctum. For the present, it will 
be wisest to omit the name from my list. In my collection. 

Sepsis similis, mi'hi ~ sp. nov. 

c1' Darjiling. Long. 3 mm. 
Closely allied to S. PU1lctu';"', F., a European species which is 

known to extend to No":th Africa. My species differs from that of 
Fabricius by having four dorso-central thoracic bristles, and 
by the 'absence of the middle pair of bristles on the fourth abdom­
inal segment. Minor differences are the slightly darker hind legs, 
the whig SPQt reduced to a small dash, and the inl}er cross-vein 
being more nearly over the middle of the discal cell. 

In the formation of the fore femora it agrees with punctum, 
and if the number of bri~tles on the thorax and·fourth abdominal 
segment are inconstant, the two species may be identical. 

Descrihed from two males taken by me at Darjiling, 
24-26-ix-oB, in grassy fields. In the Indian Museum collection. 

Sepsis rufibasis, mihi, sp. nov. 

~ Darjiling. J~ong. 3-41 m~. 
A handsome and conspicuous species, allied to punctu11t, 

similis and himalayensis. 
The second abdominal segment ig ahvays more or less reddish 

(ahove as well as at side~), the colour extending sometimes to the 
base of the third .segnlent, above also; the rest of the abdomen 
showing violet, bronze and green tints, the ftfth segment also, with 
the anal appendage, being principally reddish yellow. Four dorso­
central bristles are present. The shape of the wing spot is as in 
himalaye11,sis. The fourth abdominal s~gment carries four bristles ~ 
sometimes of uneq ual length- (one specimen possessing a fifth 
bristle). 

A principal specific ·character is the presence of bristles on 
the legs, distributed as follows: Several on the apical half of the 
under side of the middle femora, also along the whole length of 
the middle tibire on the hinder and outer sides. On the front of 
the hind femora towards the tips are a few, and two are in the 
middle. of the hind tibire, placed somewhat posteriorly. 

From himalayensis it may be distinguished at once by its 
wholly reddish yellow femora, all the legs being of that colour 
except the tarsi and the hind tibire, which are blackish. .Apart. 
from any differences contained in the above remarks this species 
resem hIes punctum, F. 

Described from four d' d' in the Indian Museum collection 
taken by me at Darjiling, 23-z6-ix-oB, in fields. 
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Var. major, mihi. 

d' Darjiling. Long. 41 mm. 

349 

Two males taken by me in company with the typical form 
~pp~r ~t ~rst .sigh~ to be a distinct species, although on exam-

- Inatlon It IS dtfficult to point out any character of sufficient 
strength on which to separate them specificaJly. They are nearly 
4! millimetres. in length, the whole of the &econd segment (abdom­
inal) and the basal half' of the third, are shining reddish; the fifth 
se~ment bein{! wholly yellowi~h, with the' genitalia. There are four 
dorso-central bristles on the thorax" and four bristles on the fourth 
abdominal segment. . 

The bristles .on the legs in one of the specimens correspond 
with thos~ in the typical form, but in the other specimen they 
are placed more in a uniform row on the outside of the hind 
tib . re (except. one towards the tip _ in front, and one on the 
inside). . 

The wing spot is slightly larger and very deep black. 

Var. obscuripes, mihi. 

d' Darjiling. Long. 3 mm. 
What appears to be a second variety of my rufibasis is 

represented by two (jf d' taken by me in company with it at 
Darjiling, 24-26-ix-08, in fields. In one, the four dorso-central 
thoracic bristles are present, in the second specimen the front pair 
are very abortive. One example has the tip of the abdomen 
(fifth segment) yellow, but the other has no sign of this colour at 
the tip. The leg bristles are as in the typical form, the legs 
themselves being much more blackish, the fore femora being 
nearly wholly brown in one specimen, and with a bla('ki~h upper 
side in the other. The posterior femora are mainly black, with 
the bases broadly and their tips more or less narrowly pale, and 
the posterior tibire almost wholly black, but with a tendency to 
paleness at the tip of the middle pair. 'the tarsi are dirty yello",r, 
,vith blackish tips. 

Sepsis fulvolateralis, mihi, sp. nov. 

d' Himalayas. 140ng. 3 Inm. 
H ead.-Frons, face and cheeks bright reddish orange, fron", 

1;Quched here and there with black. Vertex blackish; back of 
head mainly reddish yellow, but black just behind vertex, 
Autennce reddish orange, upper side blackish, also the grooves 
in the face in which they lie; bristle on second joint very large. 
Mouth blackish, proboscis brownish yellovv. 

Thorax.-Dorsum blackish; four large dorso-central bristles, 
and five more or less uninterrupted rows of very distinct short stout 
bristles, the rows often double; in addition to scattered short 
hristly hairs 'over the whole dorsuln. The dorsum is sharply 
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divided from the sides of the thorax, which, at least on the 
humeral calli and for some little distance around, are distinctly 
redd,ish orange. Sternopleura prominently grey dusted, and 
traces' of ~rey. dust here and there above the sternopleura. 
'Scutellum blackish. Metanotum shining black. 

A brio men shining black, with a slight v:olet tinge, with 
~hort pubescence. . Sides at bas?, especially on second segment, 
c(ln~iderably orange-yellow. Second segment with a few sti ff 
bristles towards each side; third and fifth with two spiny hristles 
placed as usual; fourth with a row of four such bristles. Abdomen 
tip orange-yellow. Genitalia large and prominent, yellow, with 
t\VO small palpi shaped like the antenna of a Taban'J4ts. 

Legs orange-yellow, with short pubescence.. Posterior tibire 
brownish; tar:-i brown, middle tarsi (except metatarsus) black. 

Fore fenlora with the enlargement below bearing a strong spin~ 
before the middle, followed~ by two or three smalter ones on a 
small bump, and thence to the tip by se\"eral short ones. Hairs on 
upper side of fore femora rather stronger than in most species. 
Fore tibia widened behind up to the middle, whe!"e it is somewhat 
contracted, and again at three-fourths of' its length; the basal 
half of the tibire bearing three or four strong short spines. 

Middle femora with a bristle on the front side, in the middle; 
middle tibire with t,,·o bristles on outside, one qehind and several 
at the tip. Hind femora with two on the outside in the middle and 
some at the tip. All the tarsi pubesC'ent below, with rows of 
spines; fore metatarsus ·below \vith a. thick fringe of bristly hair; 
hind metatarsus below with two stronger spine" at it~ base. 

Wings clear, with a distinct, generally round (but sometimes 
irregular) brownish spot at tip of second vein; third and fourth 
veins converging just before the tip; inner. cross-vein at two­
fifths of the discal cell. 

Described. frotn several d' r:i' in the Indian Museum collection 
with the following data: Darjiling,. 26-ix-08 [IJr'unettiJ; Phagu 
·(9~000 ft), II-v-Og [Annandale]; Simla (7,000 ft.), r6-v-oq, 'on 
flowers of white stonecrop [A nnandaleJ ; Matiana (8,000 ft., Simla 
District), 28-30-i,"-o7 [A nnandaie]; Naini 1'al (6-7,000 ft.) 
[Lloyd.' ; and S-vi-09 [Ind. Mus. Colt.]. A cI' in the Pusa collection 
taken by Mr. Howlett at Simla. in x-( 8. 

N.B.-A very distinct and rather hand~ome species some­
what allied to rufibasis. Its blalk dorsum and yellow s:des, to at 
least the front part of the thorax, win separate it from all my 
species with a wing spot, except rufipectus, from which it is, 
however, distinguished by its Larger siz~, Sll perior. robustne .... s, an<;l 
usually round-shaped wing spot. 

Sepsis violacea, Mg. 

Five f~males taken by me at S}langhai, 16-iv-06, appear to be 
this European species, although they do not quite agree either 
with the description, or with specimens from Europe. The cI' 
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taken by me the satne day at Shanghai, and which I dubiously 
refer to punctum, F.,.m~y'possibly be the ci' of violacea, as, I h~ve 
never seet;l t.ha t se~ of this species, and two other fiT cI' taken with 
them (now in the Indian Ml1seum) more nearly approximate to 
what I. shou~d exp~ct v.i,olacea, d' ~ ~o be l~ke. I have nev~r seen 
a ('/' molac~a or a ~ punctum. 

Sepsis flava t mihi, sp. nov 

(Plate xiii, figs. 4, 5.) 

d' India. Long. 2-3 rqm. 
H~ad.-I;t'rons, fa~e, back of head, proboscis, mouth, under 

side of head and antennre wholly orange-yelL)w. Upper side of 
antennre sonletimes a little darker, and there is sometimes a 
blackish 'irregular line acr035 the back of the head, ju.,t below the 
vertex. -

The ocelli are placed on three small black spots, between 
which emerge t'Yo 'bristles. Three pairs of ,bristles occur along the 
vertex, one in the centre, an:i one b~hind the corner of each eye. 

Tho,rax normally entirely orange-yellow, sometimes an irregu­
lar darker part. or streak or two on dorsum. Four dorso-central 
bristles. Scutellum cOllcolorous, a stiff bristle near fore border in 
front of each spine. 

A bdomen reddish ot'ange; the extreme base, the posterior 
border of second segment, ani more or less of the third and fourth 
segmep.ts, ,blackish. Tip of abdomen, orange-yellow.· The black 
colour varies considerably .in intensity and extent, sometimes 
being 'reduced to the posterIor half of the third segment, with a 
little on the fourth and fifth, ~nd sometimes covering alJ t~le abdo­
men 'except the basal half of the second and the ahdoln('n tip. The 
whole abdomen is covered with ~catterecl, stiff hairs, including a 
more or less regular row near the pO.3ter ior qorder of each seg~ 
mente 1'hese are much longer than in any of my previously d~s­
cribed species, and are almost as long as the usual pairs of ,spiny 
bristleS towards the sides of the second to the fifth ~egments. Geni­
talia large and con5picuo'U3, orange-yellow, with strff hairs. 

Legs.-Front pair- entL ely yellow, with soft hairs; femora 
with a .arge enlargClnent on basal half below, bearing five or six 
black spines of different lengths; tibire widened on. apical half, 
this half being contracl~d 'in the middle and bare, whllst the basal 
halt bears.a ro'w' of short stout s?ines P~sterior leg; yellow, 
with soft black pubescence; the basal half' of the tibire and to­
wards 'the tarsi tips, mort' or less brownish. Middle f~mora with 
a few spiny bristles below abdut the middle; the hinel pair with 
a bristle or two" apparent1; irregularly place~. Mitldle tibire with 
a row of spines behind one on the out<:r side in the tniddle and ~ 
few at the tip" 'Hind'tibire with a few on the apical half, irregu­
larly placed on the outer and hinder side's. All the tarsi with ~hort 



352 Records of the Indian Museurll. [VOl,. III, 

hairs and some bristles; hind metatarsus bearing at extreme hase 
a row of four strong spines close together, followed by a further 
row of several others, wider apart, along its whole length. 

liJ/ings clear; wing spot of considerably variable size and 
intensity, often reduced to a small brownish oval suffusion, or 
almost a mere dash at tip of second vein; third and fourth veins 
parallel, not diverging at tips. Inner cross-vein at a little beyond 
middle of discal cell. Basal cells united, through the absence of 
the intermediate veinlet. Veins yellowish brown. 

Described from several rjJ d' in the Indian Museum collection, 
beating the following data: Calcutta, 14-vi-07, I I-vii-07 , 2S-v-09. 
Jalpaiguri, I-vB-oB (in railway carriage); Puri, IB-i-oB [Annandale]. 
Rajmahal, S-vii-og [A nnandale] ; Tinpahar, near Rajmahal, Bengal, 
7-vii-oq. Allahabad, 12-viii-og [LordJ. Als,o from six specimens in 
the Fusa collection taken at that place on shrubs and manure, 
2 g-v-06 , 29~vi-07, I-vii-07, 27-vii-07. ' 

N.B.-The amount of black in both thorax and abdomen is 
very variable, especially in the latter. In one specimen from Puri, 
Bengal, the,whole thorax is brownish; and i~ another frotu the 
same locality there are traces of four dorsal blackish stripes. A 
specimen in my collection taken by me at Jhansi, 2-viii-05, is simi­
larly marRed, and has in addition several additional strong spiny 
bristles on the posterior part of the thorax. Yet I have no doubt 
both specimens belong to this species. 

Sepsis rufipectus t mihi, sp. nov. 

~ India. Long. 2! mm. 
Head.-Frons brown, black about the vertex and on back of 

head. Face, cheeks and antennre light yeUo\v ochre; mouth 
border narrowly black; proboscis brown. 

Thorax (slightly injured).-Dorsum shining black, apparently 
four dorso-central bristles. Sides shining black; shoulders r(·d­
dish yellow, the colour spreading immediately downwards to the 
lower part of the thorax and carried forward below in front. 
Sternopleur'a shining black; no signs of grey dust. Scutellum 
and metanotum blackish, moderately shining. 

A bdomen shining black to the tip· base at sides a little .. , . 
hght brown1sh. Apparently no large spiny bristles, but towards 
posterior border of third, fourth and fifth segments, a row of some­
what stronger bristly hairs than the general pubescence of the 
abdomen. Genitalia small, shining black, with some hairs. 

,Legs yellow, with soft pubescence; middle tibire nearly to 
the tip, hind tibire whol1y) and the apical half of all the tarsi, 
rather dark brown. Fore femora with a few bristly hairs below, 
near the base. Posterior femora apparently unspined. l\liddle 
tibire with a bristle on inner side, abont the middle; hind tibi~ 
(of the unique specimen) do not possess any bristles but they have 
probably been accidentally broken off. All tarsi with bristles 
below, longest on fore pair, two spines at base of hind metatar~us. 
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Wings clear; spot fairly well defined, but without clear-cut 
edges, brownish, oval. Inner cross-vein at just beyond middle of 
discal cell. 

Described from a single ~ in the ndian Museum collection, 
labelled Bhogaon (West Bengal), 6-x-08 [Pait'a]. 

N.B.-Several spechnens of both sexes in the above collec­
tion may represent varieties of this species, or further additional 
ones. 

Sepsis tincta t mihi, sp. nov. 

(Plate xiii, figs. 6, 7.) 

d' ~ India. Long. 2!-2-! mm. 
H ead.-Frons shining black. Face, mouth, proboscis, lo\ver 

part of head and lower part of ocular orbit, reddish yellow to 
reddish b~own, the colour often extending to just above the an­
tennre, which are reddish yellow to reddish grey, the basal part 
and the upper side of third joint more or less blackish. 

Thorax blackish, shining, .no tinge of any. other colour. Four 
.conspicuous dorso-central bristles. Sternopleura shining black. 

Abdomen. shining black. The second segnlent (which some­
times is faintly pale at sides or on posterior border) is barely 
humped up in the d', as in Inost species. Moreoyer it is SOlne­
what attenuated in the d' , and the whole abdomen in this sex is 
somewhat narrower than usual. There are in one specimen two 
or three rather small spiny bristles on the fourth and fifth segments, 
but in the remainder they are absent, although some of the 
bristly hairs occurring in the spots where the spines usually occur, 
are somewhat longer than those scattered over the entire abdomen. 
Practically it is a species bare of abdominal spiny bristles. 
Genitalia very .large and conspicuous in the cI, triangular in 
shape, shining black; in the ~ very small and pointed, or with­
drawn. 

Legs.-Coxre yellow, fore pair wholly so, paler; posterior 
coxre reddish yellow, blackish on basal portion. 

Fore femora reddish yellow, with upper side more or less 
blackish, the variation in colour being considerable. On the 
under side is an enlargement (narrowing towards and at the tip), 
which bears two large spines, with a smaller one between theln, 
also .. just beyond (on a small elevation) two small spines. There 
are two or three bristles at the base. 

Fore tibia (cI ) narrow on basal half, with a row of short spines 
on inner side, extending nearly to the middle, where, to the end, 
the tibia suddenly widens considerably, but is bare; in the ~ the 
difference in width is inconspicuous, the tibia gradually widening. 

Posterior femora and tibire black, the former always narrowly 
pale at base., the middle tibire slightly pale at tips. Knees rart!ly, 
narrowly pale. 

1i he femora are apparently bare of spiny bristles, the middle 
tibire bear two in the middle (outside and behind), with SOlne at 
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the tip; the hind tibire have two similarly placed about the 
middle. but none at the tip. 

All the tarsi minutely sp;ned below, with larger ones inter­
mixed, h;n 1 metat~rsi with three strong spines of uneven length, 
below at hase. All tarsi dirty yellow, blackish to'war( l~ tips. 

lVings practica"ly clear wing spot in the form of a distinct 
suffusion at the end of the second vein, and diminishing gradually 
poc:;teriorly, its extent varyin'~ in different specimer!s, sometimes to 
the third lon~itudinal vein, or, in one examDI~, almost to the hind 
border of the win~. The thirrl and fourth veins are slightly tinged, 
as though thickened, inlmediately in a line behind the suffu~ion, 
and they are more nea.-Iy parallel than in lineatipes. The inner 
cross-vein at ju';t beyond the m'dd'e of the discal cell. The ba~al 
cells are united, by reac:;o!.1 of the absence of the usual intermediate 
yei'n. Halteres yellow. 

Described from three d' d" and six 9 9 in the Indian- Museum 
collection, all from localities in India. 

Locs.-Puri (Orissa, East Coast), 18-19-i-oB; J alpaiguri, 
I-vii-oR, in railway .carri:lge; Shencottah (South India), 25-xi-08 
[all AnnandaleJ; Calcutt~, 2Q-v-07, I7-vii-07,I-vi-07 [Annandale, 
Paiva, CaunterJ; between Bolpore and Rampore Raut (Bengal), 
at light in railway carriage, 3-yiii-07 LPaiva J; Katihar (Bengal), 
24-iii-og, one 9 r Paiva]; Rajmahal (Bengal), S-vii-og r Annandale J ; 
SitarampC?re, Ben<2;aJ) Io-viii-oq r Lord J ; Dhikala, g-v-Ol) ; J umnogwar, 
14-v-oQ, both in the Garh~val District, Western Himalayas; 
Tinpahar (Bengal), 7-vH-oq; 'Gnchagaon (plains of Naini Tal 
Di~tri('t), 7-h'-cg; Allahabad, IS-viii-og [Lord]. In the Pusa col­
lection, from PGsa, 14-xii-07 and v-oB. 

N .B.-A~though near to lineatipes, this spe~ies is very distinct, 
and may be at once distinguished by the shining black stprno­
pleura, the attenuated second abdominal segment in the cI', the 
practical ahsence of spines on the abdomen, the almc.lst \vhoUy 
black posterior femora, the large CJ"I gt~nitalia, the differently 
shaped fore femora in the CJ"I, and by the darkened \ving mark, 
which always appears as a suffusion, gradually dying away pos­
teriorly, instead of a fairly distinct spot, althollgh tolerably faint, 
and with ill-defined but roughly circu1 ar outline. MJreover the 
present species seems to occur in the plains only, whereas lineatipes 
I only know from Darjiling. 

Sepsis lineatipes t mihi, sp. nov. 

d" Darjiling. Long. ,2*-3 mm. 

H ead.-Frons shinin~ black, \vith a tendency to change just 
above the antennre to the rejdish bro\vn colour of the face ,and 
mouth. On -each side cf the mouth, a narrow hlack stripe, on 
which is placed the u.3ual row of bristles. Probo';cis reddish yellow. 
Antennre black, the whole under side of third joint reddish 
yellow. 
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Thorax black, with a slight dark' green tinge. Four dorso­
central bristles. Sternopleura grey du~ted. 

A bdomen shining violet-black, second segment at sid~s and 
above sometimes with a reddish brown o· violet-brown tint, but some­
timec; entirely violet-black./ Tip of abdome'1 C'Sixth segment) yel­
lowish in one specimen, which has the apical hnlf of the abd.omen of 
a greenish bronze tint. Seconi segment with two or' thre~ rather 
small but distinct bristles towards the sides, third, fourth and fifth 
segments with a stron~ l1ristle towards the side of each, sixth seg­
ment with some bristly hairs. 

Le<!;s y~l1ow; all the femora with a black streak on upper side, 
which on the fore pair becomes more or less diffused over the sides. 
Fore femora with under side as in punctum, po<:\teri1r femora 
apparently without spines, except one' in the midd!e of the midd~e 
pair in front. Middle tibire on basal half and hind tibi:e wholly 
black. The middle pair with three or four spi:1Y bristles on the 
outer side. also one in the middle, in front, and three at the tip. 
Hind tip:re with two or three sitnilar bristles about the middle, 011 

outer and hinder sides. Tarsi dirty yello\v .. with short, sph~y 
bristles below. hlack towards tips. 

Win~s near'y clear, the spot rather indistinct but roug~ly cir­
cular, and always of the nature of a " sP1t~' an i not a cc suffusion. " 
Inn('r crog ~-vein at about two-fifths .of the discal cell. 

Described from 'fi\re d' d' in the Indian Mus~um colle~tioll taken 
by. me at Darjiling, 24-ix-2-X 08, in fields. 

. N.B.-A variable species in the colour of the abdomen, at 
base and tip, and to a less degree in that of the leg; also, but the 
black str~aked femora, in conjunct:on with the nature of the \ving 
spot and the reddishness of the face exten:ling above the antennre, 
will distinguish it. I have 110 doubt whatever that the five 
examples represent but a single species. 

Sepsis dissimilis, mihi, sp. nov. 

(Plate xiii, fig. 8.) 

d' <] India. Long. I~-2 mm. 
Head, d', entirely yellow, frons reddish yellow, vertex round, 

ocelli blackish, antennre reddi5h yellow) eyt!s black; <], frons 
blackish, with'rcdrlish marks, antennre dar~er, back of' head black. 

Thorax " ci', in one specimen wholly reddish yel~ow, with. a 
dU5ky dorsum \vhich is slightly darkt::r on the postenor part; In 
the other d" dull reddish yellow with two blackish ill-defined stripes 
towards the'sides. Sternopleurre reddish yellow, a little grey dusted. 
9 , wholly shining black, includin~ the sternopleurre. Sides of 

thorax reddi~h in front below the sh )ulders. Scutellum brownish 
ye1low ( d" ), or black ( 9). Four distinct and large dorso-central 
bristle3 in both sexes . 

• _______ 4_ 

J' These are not fully present ill anyone specimen: but in two or thre.c t~lere 
are ceo tain tral'es of them having been p ese'lt, an·1 In at l~ast one specimen, U 

single bristle (rather short) of the anterior pair is sljJl intact. 
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A bdo'l1ten, d' , reddish yellow, dorsum, especially of the third 
and fourth segmt:"nts, violet-black, fifth yellow. "9, wholly violet-' 
black, tip greenish, shining. 

In the cI' the third, fourth and fifth segments each bears a pair of 
strong bristles towards the posterior border, but they are not visible 
in the ~ (the 9 specimen is in equally good condition as the ci'). 

Legs (middle pair wanting in ci') yellow, p:>st~rior tibire brown­
ish; tips of tarsi black; coxre in cI' pale yellow; posterior femora 
ill 9 brownish towards tips. Fore femora in d" enlarged with a 
bump in the micldle, belo\\y, bearing three short spines. A single 
strong long spine precedes the bump, which is followed by the leaf­
shaped appendage bearing a short spine. A little black hair at the 
base, on I he inside of the fore femora, and a strong spine on ,the 
outer side, in the middle. Fore tibire ( I~) contracted at base and 
middle, with a few bristles on b J.sal h'lIf. Posterior femora ap­
parently bare of bristles; posterior tibire with a few bristles on 
apical half. . 

rv ings, as in tincta; inner cross-vein distinctly beyond middle 
of discal cell; two b'asal. cells 'distinctly separ'ated~ 

Described from a pair in, cop. and an additional d' taken at 
~hasthal1cottah', 12 miles N.N.E. of Quilon, South India,. by Dr. 
Annandale, 8-xi-08; a if from Rajmahal, Bengal;s-vii-og [Annan­
dale]; and ~ cI' from the Garh wal District, Western Ilimalayas: 
g-v-og. 

N.B.-This species is the only one seen by me in which'so 
much difference appears in the sexes, and but for'Dr. Annandale's 
assurance that they were personally taken in cop. by him, I 
should have regarded them as distinct. The species is near 
both {lava (d') and coprophila ( 9 ) but may be distinguished from 
each by the basal cells being distinctly separate, instead of 
united. I know of no species in which the abdominal strong bristles 
are present in the c:I' only, yet there is no trace of any in the type 
~ of this species, which specimen is in as equally good condition 

as the ci' 

Sepsis dilata t mihi, sp. nov. 

? ci'. Bengal. Long. 21 mm. barely. 
H ead.-Frons and back of head black; antennre, face, pro­

boscis and lowe'r part of head, reddish. 
Thorax black, two dorso-central hristles, curved inwards at tip. 

The two scutellar bristles rather close together, long, somewhat erect 
and waved. Side" of thorax, especially towards the front, slightly 
dark brown. Sternopleurre not white dusted. 

A bdomen shining black, with soft hairs only. 
Legs.-Fore pair yellow, postt'rior legs reddish, hind femora 

slightly brownish, hind tibire black, also tips of tarsi, and hin:! meta­
tarsi, the latter with a few large spines below at base. Hind tibitB 
distinctly dilated 011, apical hall. Middle femora \\'ith a bristle in 
the middle in front and a row of short stiff hairs below near tip; 
mldd Ie tibire with a bristle on inner and 011 hinder sides towards tip. 
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TVings clear, but with a distinctly perceptible but rather faint 
suffusion at tip of second vein. Inner cross-vein at middle of discal 
cell; basal cells distinctly united; third and fourth veins parallel. 

Described from one example in the Pusa collection taken at 
Pusa, on tobacco. 22-iii-06. 

N.B .-The fore· femora are sotnevvhat B.attened and distorted 
evidently by accident, and it i~ rather difficult to determine the sex' 
but from their apparent depth I believe the specimen to he ad" 
No spines or bUlnps are visible on the fore femora the tibire of 
which are simple. The dilated hind tibice will -easiiy distinguish 
this species from all others known from the East. 

This species is the only one I have seen which causes any 
doubt as to whether to include it in the " wing spotted" or "wing 
clear" division of the genus. As in some of the specimens of both 
my tin-eta and my !lava, the spot becomes nluch fainter than usual, 
thou~h always· d-istinctly present, I include the species in tne 
" wing spotted" division. 

Sepsis indica, Wied. 

(N etnopoda lusci1Jentris, Big., nom. nud., in Indian 
Museum collection.) 

H.err Meijere classed this specie~ with the unrecognisable ones 
of the older authors. Having identified a good series from South 
India to my satisfa~tion with this species, specinlens were sent for 
.comparison with the· type to the Vienna lVluseum, where they were 
kindly coufirmed by Herr Handlirsch as correctly named. I there­
fore redescribe it at some length from the· good series of freshly 
('aptured specimens i.n the Indian l\Iuseum I hecause it must be 
taken as the typical form of a group of more or less common 
Oriental species; its nearest allies being ruta, Mg., and trivittata, 
Big., from which the differe'1c~s are n'Jted in my redescription. 
~t is evi:iently widely distributed in tl:te East, and appears in the 
In,dian Museum from the follow-ing localities:-

Calcutta, 1S-xi-xii-06 [Brunetti]; 2g-iv-07, jo-ix-07, 8-x-07 
[Caunter]; Rajmahal (Bengal), 3 r-vii-07; Sadiya (Assam); Rungpo 
(Sikhim), 1,400 ft .. 6-ix-09; Maddathorai. Iq-xi-08, and Pallode, 
IS-xi-08 (both South India, taken by Dr. Annandale; at the latter 
place he founn it swarming on dung). Tinpahar (near Rajmahal, 
Bengal), 7-vii-0 9; Goal bathan, East Bengal,_ 9-vii-09. Also in 
my collection from Calcutta. 

R edescJ iptio 11. 

(Plate xiii, figs. 9---13.) 

d" ~ India and the Orient. Long. 3 to nearly 5 mtll. 

H ead.-Frons, face and antennre vary from lighting reddish 
yellow to nearly black; second joint of antennre with fairly long 
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bristle. Proboscis yellow. Back of head reddish yellow, blackish 
towards vertex, some bristles in the centre, behinn. 

Thorax normally, wholly reddish 'yellow, with a broad black 
dorsal stripe which varies very considerably in width, sometimes 
occupying the greater part of the dorsum and being of uniform 
width throughout, sometimes reduced to a much narrower stripe, 
which na-trows still more at the anterior margin. What I consider 
the typical 'form are those examples \vith a fairly wide stripe of 
equal width. Sides of thorax with a rather broad greyish white 
shimmering band" across the sternopleurre, extending narrowly to 
the pectoral corners. Beneath this grey shimmer, and shining 
through it, the ground colour on this part is in some specimens 
black, the sternopleurre hearing al~o in these a small black streak 
on each side, towards the fro~t. Four strong dors'o-central bristles. 
Two rows of distinct, short bristles extend from them almost 
to the anterior margin, the first in t"'ach ro\v (contiguous to the 
anterior pair of dorso-central ones) being considerably larger than 
the remain::ler. A third longitud~n~l row of minute bristles occurs 
in the middle of the dorsum. Scutellum and matanotum reddish 
yellow. 

Abdomen normally, reddish yellow, more or less irregularly 
marked with black, which sometimes occurs as a dorsal stripe, 
sometimes as iarge spot3 on the segmet:It, sometimes occupies nearly 
the ",·!iole ahdomen. Third-, fourth and fifth segment with four 
strong spiny bristles, the two outer one.s on the fifth segment being 
placed at the, sides. Second segment generally with two bunches 
of bristly hairs at each side, ~he hinder bunch the stronger. 
Genit Jia reddish yellow, with two strong bristles, rather large and 
complicated. " 

Legs reddish yellow'; fore pair' paler, hind tibire dark brown', 
and all the tarsi black tovvards the tips. Fore femora not so 
thickened as in many species, lightly' pubescent , bearing a peg-like 
bump below,' in the middle (which bears three or four' short 
spines), followed by the leaf-shaped ~ppendage. There are no 
strong spines on the fore femora below, but three or four ~tiff hairs 
towards the. tips ~ a~d two or, three spiny bristles' above, near 
tip. Fore tibire slightly enlarged just beyond the base, and again 
on apical half, \vhich latter bears a row of stiff very short, spiny 
bl iSLles towards the outer side and for the whole leng~h 01 the apical 
half 01 the tibia. The basal half of the lore tibia is entirely bare of 
bri~t1es or spines-. Fore metatarsi with two long black spines 
below at base, and some yellowish red pubescence. Posterior 
femora with no conspicuous bristles, but one or two at tip above, 
on the middle pair, and a few ~mall ones on hind pair above at 
tip. Middle tibire sometimes blackish towards the base, with 
thr{'e or four insignificant bristles in the neighbourhood of the 
middle, one on the outer and two on the hindel\ side, also 
a few at the extreme tip. Hind tibire with normally, two on 
hinder side on apical half, and one on outer side .just below the 
middle. 
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}if'ings clear; fourth longitudinal vein rather bowed but 
parallel to the third towards tip. ' 

Describ~d from numerous d' ci' and, 9 2 in the Indian Museum, 
~aptured by Dr. Annandale in South In:iia. Other specimens in 
th~ Muse,um coll~ction, and in' m\9 ,own from various' Oriental 
loca1:ties, agree with the' species. The South India series'show all 
varieties, were very common on dung, ani were exatnined and 
described soon aft~r capture when in perfect condition. 

This species is nearest to tri1.littata, Bigot, ani ruta, Macq. 
The former is re<;ognised by the wholly rei-yellow thoracic dor,ium, 
in conjunction with the very spiny legs. Rula, Macq., is nearest 
to indica, but the fore le~s will always at least distingui~h the 
males. In ind,ica. tJ:1e fore femora ar~ only slightly thickened, there 
are no separate strong spines below before the bump, which latter 
takes the form of a rather elongated peg, and the fore tibia:- are 
bare at. the ,b'lse and possess a row of bristles on apical half. 

In 'i'uta the fore -femora are considerably thickened, with two 
strong spines just before the, bump, w~ich is short, fan-shaped, 
with four. or five short spines; the fore tibire have a short row of 
bristles near the base., the apical half being bare. 

Sepsis trivittata,- Big. 

Males of this species are in the Indian ~Iuseum from Margher­
ita (A~~am) : Rangoon, ?4-ii-08 r A nllanialel; Palloie, 15-xi-08, 
and Maddathorai, 19-xi-08 [both South India, Annandale}. In the 
Pusa collection from Pusa, 15-vii-07. 

Sepsis rufa, ~lacq. 

Both sexes in the Indian l\Iuseum from Tharballi (Nepal), 
27-ii-08 ; Gangtok, Sikhitn (6,-100 ft.), q-ix-09; Shi110ng ; Mandalay, 
12-iii-08 [Annandale];. Rangoon, 24-ii-oS "Annandale]; Darjiting, 
7,000 ft., 28-ix-08 [Brunetti]; Kurseong, 5,000 ft., 3-9-vii -08 
[Annandale] ; Calcutta, 20-ii-~7, 17-ix-07, 28-x-07, 27-xi-07 : Puri, 
18-i-08 [AnnandaleJ; Bhogaon, 6-x-08 [Paz·va]. Katihar (Bengal), 
common, 23--26-iii-og [Paiva] ; Tillpah~r (Bengal), 7-vii-oq. Taken 
also by Mr Howlett at Simla in October 1908, and I have seen 
it from Pusa, 2g-v-06. 

The dark variety mentioned by Herr Meijere (Ann. Mus. Hung., 
iv 182) with all-black thorax (\vith or without a more or less 
di~tillct dark red side-stripe), second abdominal segment often with 
two slightly yellowish marks, dark red-brown frons and posterior 
femora often only streaked above with black, was conlmon at 
Katihar (Purneah District, BengalL 23 -26-iii-09 [Pa~va]. The 
male~ are easily recognised from those of coprophila, Meij., by the 
fore femora but the females of this vari~ty approximate very 
closely to those of coprophila. The variety is,.s111aller than the 
typical form. 
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Sepsis spectabilis, Meij. 

Specimens of both sexes collected by Dr. Annandale at Mad­
dathorai, 18-xi-08, Pallode, IS-xi-08, and Nedumangad, 14-xi-08 
(all Travancore, South India), are certainly referable to this 
species, and agree very well with specimens named by Meijere. I 
have a 9 in my own collection which I took at Penang, 3-8-
viii-06 ; and two specimens taken by me in Calcutta, 6-x-04 and 
6-iii-05. It is a somewhat variable species, as stated by its author. 

Sepsis brevicosta, mihi, sp. nov. 

d' 9 India. Long. 3 rom. 
This species is very closely allied to spectabilis, Meij., and for 

some time I regarded it as a variety of that species, especially as 
I had seen ,no cr- that I could join with the 9 form. H.owever, a 
(jI captured recently in ~alcutta agrees so well that I am con­
strained to believe it to be this sp'ecies. 

The fore 'femora are not easily seen in the specimen, but they 
are fairly strongly thickened on the basal two-thirds, and bear a 
strong spine some distance, froin the base, a small bump with three 
or four strong short spines, and possibly a further spine or two on 
the distal portion. 

The fore tibire bear a short row of short spines at the base. 
In this species the dorsum of the thorax is mu~h more covered 
with short black bristles than in spectabitis; and. the sternopleura 
alone are blue-grey dusted, instead of this colour being carried for­
ward as in Meijere's species. 

Tpe abdomen is wholly black, except the (usually) reddish 
basal portion of the second segment. 1\nother and more striking 
peculiarity is the costal vein, which becornes suddenly so faint as 
to appear to' terminate abruptly just 'beyond the second longitudi­
nal vein. In nineteen specimens of true spectabilis examined by me 
(including a d" and two 9 9 sent by Herr Meijere) , this latter pecu­
liarity is not present; yet I have seen it occasionally in specimens 
of ruta, Macq.', and a tendency to it in two specimens I refer ,to 
the vicinity of my rufipectus. Moreover, the tip of the wing 
just below the apparent termination of the costa, is distinctly 
whitish, another character that I have not observed in specta­
bilis. 

The two species are about equal in size, and brev1:costa seems 
to be generally distributed in India. 

The only d" I have seen comes from Calcutta, 28-v-og. 
Females are from Calcutta, 24--28-iv-og, Shencottah, 2S ... xi-08 
[Annandale]; Tinpahar, Bengal, 7-vii-09. The Pusa collection 
has it from Pusa, z6-xi-08, taken on a manure heap at that' place; 
also one from Lahore, May 1907. A 9 in my collection was taken 
by me in Calcutta, z8-x-04. 
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Sepsis adjuncta, mihi, sp. nov. 

(Plate xiii, .:fig. 14.) 

d' South India. Long. 3 mm. 
This species is very closely -allied to Herr Meijere's recently 

described spectabilis J (jr 9 , from New Guinea and Singapore. The 
disti!lctly ~i~erently formed fore femora separate ;t; as in lny 
speCies, thls 11mb bears on a not very pronounced bump five or 
six short but strong black spines, whilst two longer and stronger 
spines are situated just before the bump. Meijere only men­
tions two spines) placed on the peg-not bump-and his figure is 
quite unlike t~e foreleg of my species; and on comparison with a d" 
and two 2 2 (co-types) the species appears distinct. 

The middle tibii:e have some spines on the inner sine) and the 
middle femora three or four short but distinct spines on the front 
side, about the middle. The abdomen possesses a few bristles 
towards the side of the s~cond segment, four distinct long bristles 
near the posterior ,edge of both third and fourth segments, two 
on the fifth and some bristly hairs on the genitalia, which in 
one specimen is almost entirely concealed. 

The thorax bears very distinct short hairs over its entire sur­
face; they ~re more numerous than in most species, whereas 
Meijere says his species is nearly bare on the thorax. 

In all other-'respects my species agrees with spectabilis. 
Described froni two ~ r:J' taken by Dr. Annandale at Pallode.t 

IS-xi-08. 

Sepsis brevis, mihi, sp. nov. 

(Platex iii t fig. IS.) 

d' Central India. Long. It mm. 
l/ead wholly reddish yellow, including antennfe and proboscis; 

ocelli black. 
Thorax rather hroader and deeper than usual. Wholly 

reddish yellow, the dorsum with traces of black indistinct marks. 
Four dorso-central bristles. Scutellum black on under side. 

A bdomen reddish yello\v, marked irregularly with black; third 
segment with some bristly hairs on posterior horder; fourth and 
fifth with a strong ~piny bristle towards each side. 

Legs wholly reddish yellow, practically to the tips. Fore 
femora below with a thick row of strong black spines 01 -irregular 
length, and extending nearly. the whole length of. the f~mur. 
Fore tibire with a short row of strong, short, black spines on Inl1e-r 
side at base. Middle tibire with three bristles behind, in the 
middle·' one on inner side, in the middle, and a few at tip. 
Middle'metatarsus with a row of well separated bristles Lelow. 
Hind femora with a bristle above, near tip; hind tibire with 
bristles as on middle pair; hind tarsi bristly below, the metatarsus 
with four strong ones in a row at the base. 
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Wings clear; third and fourth veins parallel ~ inner cross-vein 
at middle of discal cell; basal cells united. Halteres reddish brown. 

Described from a cf in the Pu~a collection (type) and a second 
ci" in the Indian Museum collection- (co-type). Both specimens 
from Baroda, Central India, taken r-iv-os. 

N.B.-This is a well-marked sp~cies, di:;tinguishable by its 
rather short and thick-set appearance, and. easily identified by the 
conspicuous row of_ spines on th~ fore fern )ra, which latter are 
thickene:i but without any bu np3 or p~g-1ike protuberances. 
The spe~ies is in general appeara'lce something like my fllva, but 
will be grJuped as a sC)mewhat abnorm l1.one with the indica set of 
species, coming nearest to Herr Meij ere's ten ella . 

'Sepsis tenella, Meij. 

Spec~mens that I can refer without- doubt to thi~ species ( d' a". 

only) occur in the Museum collection from Sylhet, 15-v-05 
rHallJ; Chittagon'5, 5-viii-2I-ix:.o8 tHallJ; Sukna (b3.c;e of Dar­
jilillg . Hills), I-vii-08 [Annandal~J; Tinpahar (Bengal), 7-vii 09; 
Rajnlahal (Bengal), on cowdllng, S-vii-og [A nnandale J; 'rrivandrum 
(S. India), 12-xi-oo [Annandale]. 

Sepsis coprophilat Meij. 

The Indian MU:S~~lm .possesses this species from Darjiling, 
g-viii-og; Calcutta, l6-iii-07, 5-viii-o~, 23-~)I-X-07; Barrack­
po!"e (near Calcutta), I-viii-og; Pallode -(So Indi3.), IS-xi-08; 
Rangoon, 2.:J-ii-03; 1\Iandalay, I2-iii-08 r all A nnandaleJ; Bhogaon 
(Bensal)., 6-20-viii-07 and 2 -6-x-08; also' Katihar (Purneah 
District, Ben-;al), 23-iii-og, five 9 9 [both Paiv.l]; Tinpah3.r (near 
Rajmahal, Bengal), three d' d" ,two Q Q , 7-vii-og; Batavia, xi-o 7, 
and Samarang (J ava), i-06 [both Jacobson J. 

In my colle~tion I have it from Peradeniya, Ceylon, xi-07 
[Green]. 

N.B -The variety mentione:l by the author of the species, 
\yith re:ldish sides to the thorax, bears consitlerable resemblan('e 
to my fulvolatera!is, fi om which; of course: the clear win~'3 sepa­
rate it. In one ci" the second bas 11 ce!1 is merged in the first, 
through the absence of the intervening veinl~t; this irres;ularit~t, 
by the way, occurs occasionally in other speci~s. Thl~ form 
appro~imates closely to the sm3.H. nark form of ruta, Mcq., and the 
females are often difficult to distinguish. 

Sepsis humeralis t mihi, sp. nov. 

ci' 9 Simla. Long. 3-3!- mm. 
Head d' .-Frons and antennre black; under side of head 

reddish brown, back o~ head blackish. 
Thorax blackish; two dors)-central bristles. Sides blackish· 

~ 

mesopleura shining black, sternopleura barely dusted. Humeral 
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cells and sides of thorax below them, ahd t4e whole, prothorax 
below, re~-brown·. . Scutellum bla~kish J tip reddish brown. 

Abdo~en blackish, with a"violet tinge; 'a.-little'reddish at base 
of. second segment~ ~ 0 strong bristles;' but a row of' tither longer 
hairs on the posterior border of- third and Jourth seginent~3", the fifth 
bearing numerous long hairs. Abdo'men rather swollei\ towards tip; 
genitalia concealed~ but apparently 'of -large size and' ~omplicated 
form. 

Legs.-Coxre reddish brown, front pair pale yellowlo'wards tips. 
Fore femora 1?rownish' 'yellow, bases and tips paler, with a row 0/ 
about 12 strong' bristles below, ~ extending' nearly 'all the length of the 
limb, and diminishing in size towards the, tip. A single long- stiff 
hair at the base. Fore tibire 'pale yellow,' with a row of short 
black spines 011 inner side, extending well beyond th~ middie. 
Fore m~tatarsi brown with golden yellow pubescence below; rest 
of fore tarsi black. (Middle legs missing.) Hind femora blackish 
brown, pale at tips, with some stiff hairs below; hind tibire black. 

Wings clear; third and fourth longitudinal vein~ nearly parallel; 
inner cross-vein at three-fifths of the discal cell. 

Described from one perfect d' (except for the absence of middle 
legs) in the Pusa collection taken by Mr. Howlett at Simla in 
October 1908, and a 9 in my collection from Hongkong, 4- iii-06. 
Another 9 example 'was taken by Mr. Howlett at Simla in 
October 1908. 1'he face, antennre and frons just above them are 
al~ reddish brown, the back of the head yellowish.. There are four 
dorso-central spines; two strong bristles on the third, and four on the 
fourth abdominal segment. The legs are nearly all yellow, the 
middle fenlora slightly brown; the middle tibire bear a .few bristles, 
and the hind femora possess no stiff hairs below. I can only presume 
the abdominal bristles have been broken off in the d' specimen, 
leaving no trace, as the ex~mplep are so similar, and from the same 
locality. 

N.B.-In a headless specimen in the Indian Museum collection 
taken by me at Sh~nghai, r6-iv-06 (the head was pre5ent when I 
first identifi~d it with this species), the legs are nearly all yellow as 
in the above 9. The specimen a150 shows the bulged abdomen at 
tip, and also has no spines on the' abdomell. I cannot, however, 
suggest that the spines are a ,sexual chara~ter. 

Sepsis nepalensis t mihi, sp. nov. 

9 Nepal. Long. 41 mm. 
Head.-Frons and back of head shining b]ac~, 'mouth black. 

Lower part of head yellowish; antennre dull reddish ~ yellow, third 
joint cinereous grey dusted. Face bro'wnish 'yelloW (Probably vari­
able), with a slight viol~t-g~ey dust along the cheeks; pro­
boscis brownish yellow. 

Thorax.-,Dorsum dark olive-green, f~ur dorso-cent~al bristles. 
Sides. shining blue-black, shoulders bright 'Yellow', I, Sternopleurre 
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wholly and conspicuously pale bluish-grey dusted, whilst there is 
also a distinct bluish grey narrow line just below the dorsum of 
the thorax, passing above the humeral yellow spot. Mesopleura 
shining aenous black; scutellum with posterior half reddish yellow, 
as are also the hind corners of the thoracic dorsum. 

Abdomen shining violet-black; first two segments black, with 
some soft hairs towards t4e sides of the second. Third segment 
without spines (? broken off), fourth and fifth with four spines 
each, towards posterior border; some bristles about the tip of the 
abdomen. Whole abdomen with soft hairs. 

Legs wholly yellow, with a faint indication of brownish. on 
upper side of hi~d femora; last three t~!"sal joints black. Hind 
femora with two bristles above, near tip; middle tibire with some. 
bristles on lower half and at tip; hind tibire with two on outer side 
beyond the middle. . 

Wings clear; inner cross-vein at three-fifths of the discal 
cell. 

Described from a single perfect unique 9 taken at Nagarkote, 
Nepal. Indian Museum collection. 

Sepsis bicolor t Wied. 

(S. 1"avanica, Meij.) 

Wiedemann's description of this species is very brief, but 
specimens thus identified by me sent to both Herr Meijere and to 
the Vienna Museum have been confirmed as correctly determined; 
by the fo'rmer as identical with his iavanica, and by Herr Hand­
lirsch at Vienna as identical with bieolor, W., after comparison with 
the type. 

This species extends over a considerable region of the Orient, 
the Indian Museum possessing it from the following localities :-

Thamaspur, r8-ii-08, Benikhola, I 7-ii-08 ,. and Sarah, 24-ii-08 
(all Nepal); Sylhet, 20-ii-05, 3-IO-V-05 [Hall]; Gangtok, Sikhim, 
9-ix-09; Kurseong, 5,000 ft., 5~vii-08, IO-26-ix-og; Darjiling, 
2-x-08 [Brunetti], 6-viii-og; Simla, 7,000 ft., II-V-08 ; and Io-v-09 on 
flowers of white stonecrop; Naini Tal (6,000 ft.), 2-vi-og. Calcutta, 
2-viii-I2-ix; (occurs" at light ") Rangoon, 24-ii-08 [all Annandale]; 
Bhogaon, 6-x-08, Katihar (Bengal), 23-iii-og [Paiva]; Tinpahar 
(Bengal), 7-vii-og; Rajmahal (Bengal), 5-vii-og [Annandale]. On 
board launch (at light), Mud Point, Hooghly R. [Jenkins]. 

Dr. Annandale found both sexes common in South India 
during November 1908, the localities being Shasthancottah, 
Trivandrum, Pallode, Tenmalai and Maddathorai (a11 Travancore 
State). Amongst these, several specimens of both sexes show 
traces of reddish colour on the side~ of the thorax, this variation 
being mentioned by Herr Meijere in his description of iavanica. 
In the Pusa collection it figures from Pusa, ii and 7-xii-08; also 
from the outskirts of Calcutta, I3-iii-oB. 
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~epsis pubipes, mihi, sp. nov. 

(Plate xiii, figs. r6-r8.) 

ci'. Nepal and Sikhim. Long. 21-3 mm. 
Head shining black, antennre reddish. 
Thorax blackish; four dorso-central bristles. Sternopleura dis­

tinc~ly grey dusted, the grey dust extending forwards narrowly 
and- hindwards more' broadly. Scutellum and metanotum shin~ 
ing black. 

Abd:om~n shi~ing violet-black, with soft pubescence, under side 
occasionally a little pale. Second seglnerit somewhat elongated and 
contracted a little at tip. Dorsum apparently without prominent 
strong bri,stles, but there are two on the large, black genitalia, 
which are more conspicuous in some specimens than in others. 

Legs yellow, with soft black hairs. Hind femora and tarsi 
tips brown. Fore femora somewhat considerably enlarged below, 
with three small spines on a bump placed about the middle, and' 
four long spines in a row towards the tip, and verging round some­
what towards the outer side of the femur. Fore tibire swollen 
on lower side about the middle and again towards the tip, bearing 
four long spines between th~ base and the first swelling (verging 
round somewhat towards the inner side), and several smaller ones 
on the s~cond swelling. Fore tarsi with bristly hair below. 

Femora without bristles. Middle tibire with rather close rows 
of long black bristly stiff hairs on inner side, which contain also a 
row of a few strong bristles; the outer sides of this pair of tibire 
being quite bare. Middle metatarsi with four rows of stout bris­
tles placed on the outer, inner, front and hinder sides respectively, 
those on the front side being the strongest; rest of tarsus with 
bristly hair below. 

Hind tibire covered with rather close black hairs except on the 
inner side: hind metatarsus with a single row of long stiff bristles 
below, a row of much smaller ones on the outer side, and a fringe 
of very short golden pubescence below; rest of tarsus with short 
bristles below. 

Wings clear; inner cross-vein at about two-fifths of the discal 
cell; third and fourth veins parallel. 

Described frbm four ci' ci' in the Indian Museum collection taken 
at Thamaspur , Nepal, r8-2o-ii-08, and one cI' from Shamdang, 
Sikhim (3,000 ft.)" 7-i~-09. . 

N.B.-The most distinct species of any descnbed here, for 
although it is of normal appearance, the thick bristly hair on 
the posterior legs will distinguish it at once from all others known 
to m~. 

Sepsis. fasciculata, lnihi, sp. nov. 

d' .. Ceylon; Calcutta. Long. 2! mm. 
H ead.-Frons shining black, with a pair 01 additional bristles, 

placed midway between those springing from amid the ocelli, and 
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the antennre J and situated at the extreme edge of the frons, 
touching the eyes. Face black, with a perpen4icular reddish stripe 
just below the antennre, which are reddish; with the upper side a 
little blackish. Under side and the rather bristly proboscis reddish. 
Back of head shining blac,k. 

Thorax blackish (post~rior p~rt of dorsum inj ured by the 
pin), apparently four dorso-central bristles. ,Ste.rnopleura grey 
dusted only above; mesopleura.s4iniJ?g black; .scutellum blackish. 

A bdomen shining black. Second segment with several .strong 
bristly hairs towards sides; third and· fourtl1. with the usual pair 
each; which are hardly larger than. the bristly hairs which are scat­
tered over the whole dor~um, in~ermixe4 with hairs of various 
lengt4s.. . 

Genita~ia shining browni~h black; very large, conspicuous and 
of peculiar shape, elongate.d, thic~, with two long palp-like organs at 
the tip; with two stiff bristles at the extreme qase above, and. with 
generally scattered hairs. Th~ fou.rth ab.dom~rzal segment is ·dr.awn 
out below and carries a bunch of long, ciliated filaments 

Legs mainly yellow.. Fore femora only slightly enlarged 
below on basal half, where is placed 8: stiff long bristle, followed 
by a strong spine. In the _ middle of the under side is another 
strong spine followed by a much wider, shorter and slightiy curved 
one. The fore tibice are narrow for the basal ,half ·and then suddenly 
widened to double their width~ A single spine is placed on the 
inner side of the basal half; the rest of . the tibia bearing (with the 
fore femora) short hairs, asis the ca~e with all the legs. 

Posterior femora without spines or strong bristles, the apical 
half mainly blackish. Post~rior tioire mainly blackish, without 
spines, even at tips. All the tarsi blackish towards tips, with a 
row of short, strong bristles below, intermixed on all the tarsi 
with short, thick, golden yellow pubescerice below, the hind pair 
bearing als9 a pair of s~all spines at the base, below. 

Wings clear; inner cross-vein at ,only just beyond. middle of 
disca 1 cell. 

Described from two d" d'; one (now the type) ~s in my own 
collection sent me by Mr. E. E. Green from Ceylon; the other wa~ 
in the Indian Museum collectiQn from Calcutta, r6-yi-07, but ·was 
accidentally.destroyed. 

Sepsis viduata t Thoms. 

N emopoda formiciodes, B~g., nom. nud., in Indian Museum. 

This species is commonly distributed over the East, but 
appears more rarelY.in the hills. 

Locs.-Sukna (E; .. Himalayas) soo .ft.), I.-vii..:oB [Annandale]; 
Berhampur (Bengal), r-i-oB [Lloyd]; Calcutta, 29-v-07., ro-viii-' 
3I-X; Maddathorai, rB-xi-oB, and Pallode',' is-xi':'oB [Annandale]; 
Rangoon, 25-ii-:-08 [A nnandale 1; M~gherita (Assam),. Batavia., x-07 
[J acobson]. The above localities are: represented in .the Indian 
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Museum, whilst ':1 _.have' t:ak..en ,it\)~yself, at~' RanO'oon 18-viii-06 
Mani1~, 13-iii,:"0~, Soerabaya (Jav~) ~n.d JVIussoorie: th;se being i~ 
my own coll~ctlon. Thomson re~orded it from China. 

, I t is an easi,y recognised species, from' its: larger size (5-6 
mm;), dull 'black 'colour, the abdomen'bearing whitish cross .. bands· 
its. 'whole appearance re'sembling: that of 'an ant. ' 

Enicita annulipes t .. Meig. 

This 'common European species' .is quite common at most of 
the Himalayan hill stations, but it does not appear to frequent 
the plains ~:x;c~pt occasionally ~l~se ,to the bas~ of the Himalayas. 

LOcs.-Slmla (7,000 ft.), 24~lV-07, 6-v-07, 12-V-oB [Annandale]· 
Phagu (Simla' District, 8,700 ft.), 3-v-07, d' 9 in cop. [A n.nan~ 
d~!e t; '. Kiif~i (8,000 ft:, Shnla Disfrict), 1 r -v-og [A nnandale] ; 
'DarJlhng (5,000 ft.), 26-~~-1-X-08 [Brunetti]; (7,000 ft.), 7-viii-09, 
common; Kurseong, 4-V11-08 [Annandale]; MUssoorie, 20-z4-v-oS 
[Br1tnetti]; Kichha (plains of Naini Tal District), 4-iv-og; Pashoke 
(2,200 ft.), S-ix-og, and Gangtok (6,100 ft.), 9-ix-og (both Sikhim); 
Shillpng; Siliguri (base of Darjiling Hills) .. 18-zo-vii-07. Manipur 
(Assam, 6,400 ft.), vii-oS, two pairs in cop. [Pettigrew]. 

I ha ve not seen any specimen from the plains, except the 
single one frOln Siliguri ,and one from Kichha, which places, it win 
be noted, are at the foot of the hills. 

NEMOPODA t R. Desv. 

Of this genus I have not seen a specimen from the Orient. 
A species has been destribed by Bigot (retronotata, Ann. Soc. Ent. 
Fr., 1886, p. 391) from Celebes, but there is no certainty of it be­
l-onging to Nemopoda, although van der Wulp's Catalogue has it 
under that genus. Three" species" of N emopoda by Bigot figure 
in the Indian Museum collection all as nontina nuda. These are 
" 1\/. fusciventris " which is certainly S. indica, W ; "N. /orl1l £cio­
des" which is S. viduata, Thoms.; and (( pallipes," which is too 
damaged to recognise. The last being a female, its real genus 
cannot be ascertained. 

PIOPHILA, FIn. 

A ~ specimen taken by Dr. Annandale at Calcutta, IS-vii-oB. 
and a110ther at Kurseong, g-vii-08, agree perfectly with Herr 
Meijere's redescription of P. ruficornis, v. Wulp. 

A second specimen also in the Indian Museum is a cI' 

and differs from ruficornis by the whole face and under side of the 
head being yellow; nloreover the f~ont ~arsi are n~t dilated. 
The scutellum bears four spines as In tYPical ruficorn'ts but the 
bristles on the thorax are too damaged to describe with certainty. 
I have named it as a var. (flavifacies) of ruficor11,is, and am not sure 
that it is not a distinct species. Taken in Calcutta, I7-iv-0 7. 

Van der Wulp's measurement was 2 mm., my variety is 21-, 
the Calcutta specimen above mentioned, 3!. 
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Saltella setigera, mihi, sp. nov. 

(Plate xiii, fig. 19.) 

cJt "South India. Long. 4! mm. 

[VOL. III, 

H ead.-Frons, vertex and antennre orange-red; frons with 
two broad, darker oyal brownish marks in the shape of a V. O<;eJli 
triangle blackish, with two small proclinate bristles. A small 
bristle on each side; "in the middle of the" frons" close to the. eye 
~argin. Lower part of head, and proboscis yellowish; latter with 
some stiff hairs; mouth border with a row of stiff hairs on each 
side. . , 

Thorax tawny orange. Dorsum with a broad black stripe 
occupying one-third of t.he entire width. The dorsum is cover~d 
rather freely with sma11 black spines, which form four .rows 
on the part occupied by the black stripe, and form a rather b~oad 
irregular oval around the black part. There are also numerous 
similar short spines on the humeral region; two large ones 
each side in front of the wing, and a pair of large strong do~so­
central ones, near the posterior border; also two strong ones on the 
posterior corner of the dorsurn, on the edges. Many small ones 
are intermixed with the general plan of distribution. 

Scutellum bright (but not at all shining)· orange-red, with a 
strong spine each side a t the base and two a pical ones, close 
together, directed horizontally backwards. 

Abdomen fiat, normal; shining orange-yellow; major part 
of dorsum except at base and tip) black, shining, nearly bare. 
Numerous small hairs on each side of the basal segment, . which 
appears somewhat long, a fan-shaped row towards the side near 
the posterior border, and a few very small ones scattered over 
the dorsunl and sides of the whole abdomen. A fairly stiff bristle 
at the extreme edge, on each side of the second, third and 
fourth segments, and two diverging ones at the abdomen tip. 
Genital apparatus large, yellow, softly hairy, curved under" tip- of 
abdomen, with" small black spines at its tip. "' 

Legs orange-yellow, wholly covered, moderately thickly, with 
short black bristly hairs; tibire slightly darker; metatarsi yellowish 
white; 'rest of tarsi black; onychia brownish grey with a white 
fringe. Coxre bare, except for two strong bristles and several very 
small ones all near the tip. Fore femora thickened on basal two­
thirds, with six strong spines on upper side, six shorter strong ones 
below, in the centre, placed a little towards the inner side. On 
the outer side of this row is another row of eight or nine some­
what smaller ones and on the inner side of the femur is a single 
one, just above the centre lower ro\v. On the fore tibia! is a long 
row (extending from just beyond the base to the extreme tip) of 
strong very short spines, about twenty in number. On the middle 
femora, a long row on the front and lower side' on the middle 
tibire, a row of smaller ones on the outer; and 'a row of strong 
ones on the hinder side J a shorter row of strong ones on the- inner 
side; also a circlet of strong but not long ones at tip. On the 
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hind f~m~ra a row of long ones on upper side, placed 'on the distal 
two-thirds, and a row of about six on' the lower side near the tip. 
~n the hind tibire there are no strong ~nes, but the bristly hair 
1S ~~ranged in seyeral. l<?ngitudinal rows. ~eta"tarsi with long, 
rather soft, pale yellow hair below, posterior· pairs with two rows 
of black spines below. In addition, the whole of the metatarsi 
have irregular, small stiff black hairs. 

Wings vety pale yellowish grey_ Two short rows of minute 
black spines at the base. Vei.ns yellow; halteres orange-yellow. 

Described from a single 'perfect (jI in the Indian Museum 
co~lection taken by Dr. Annandale, 14-xi-08, at Nedurnangad, near 
Trlvandrum, Travancore State. South India. 

Saltella metatarsalis f mihi, sp. nov. 

~ Bengal. Long. 3! mm. 
Head.-Top of head dark shining brownish red, more or less 

blackish in parts. Face, mouth and lower part of head yellowish, 
a little more brownish behind. Ocelli flat on the surface, with 
two diverging hairs between them. Antennre yellow,. microscopi­
cally pubescent; arista, basal half yellow, thickened, remainder 
forming a black bristle; second joint of antennre with a short 
bristle. Proboscis yellow, pubescent; oral orifice with two stiff, 
short, curved bristles each side, with a row of several hairs below 
iliem. . 

Thorax mainly reddish yellow.; dorsum, except extreme edges, 
wholly dull black, with some very short bristles, apparently 
irregularly placed. Humeral regions with several short black 
bristles, followed by a row of fouF- strong ones from the shoulder to 
beyond the base of the wings-all these placed just below the 
dorsum. Two bristles near posterior corners. Apparently only 
one pair of strong dorso-central bristles, possibly a smaller front 
pair (thorax in both specimens slightly damaged). Scutellum con­
spicuously orange-red, two basal bristles placed near the edge, and 
two apical ones close together directed horizontally backwards. 

A bdomen flat, normal, practically bare, shining black, except 
tip, which is whitish on ·under side. 

Legs.·-Fore coxre yellowish; posterior coxre brownish, base of 
femora brownish yellow. Remainder of legs black, except all the 
metatarsi which are pale yellowish white. All the legs rather closely 
beset with black hairs and short' bristles; in addition to which 
there is a row of stronger bristles on the upper and' lower ~ides 
of the fore femora the lower side of the middle f~mora) and a 
double row of short bristles below the hind tarsi. The po'sterior 
tibire are rather thickened towards the ends and bear in that 
part a few stronger bristles. 

Wings clear; veins and halteres yellow. 
Described from two examples in the Indian Museum collection, 

taken at Tinpahar (near Raj mahal , Bengal), 7-vi~-09, by Dr. 
Annandale. 
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REVISED LIST OF 'tHE ORIENTAL SPECIES OF 
SEP'SIS. _ 

A. Wing with a spot at the tip. 
cynipseat L .. , t76~. F. S:t:tec. 

Loc.-Himalayas, Nepal. 
mode~tat ~eij., 1906. , A11:n. ~l:ls. Hung., iv, 172, ci' ~ 

Loc.-Cey19n ; W ~stern~ ~ndia. , 
himalayensis, mihi, sp. nov.,,~ ~; plate xiii, figs. 1,2. 

Loc.-Darjili~g. 
simi lis, mihi, sp. nov, 'd' 

Loc.-Darjiling. 
rufibasist mihi, sp. nov.,. d' 

var. mai or, mihi, d' 

var. obscuripes, mihi, d' 

Loc.-Darjiling (typical form and both varieties). 
fulvolclteralis, mihi, sp. nov., d" 

Itoc.-Himalayas. 
violaceat Meig. 

loc.-Shanghai. 
apicalist Meij., rg06. Ann. Mus. Hung.; iv, 168, cj: 9 , pI. ii, I, 

fore leg d' 

Loc.-' Papua (Astrolabe Bay, Paumom u-Fluss, Moroka). 
Iimbata, Meij., 1906. Ann. Mus. Hung., iv, 169, d' ~ , pI. ii, 2, 

fore leg d" 

Loc.-Papua (Paumomu-Fluss, Moroka). 
basifera,. Wlk,;, 1859. Pro Linn. So. Lond., iii, 124, d' 9 

Meij., Ann. Mus. Hung., iv, 170, d', pI. ii,'3 (wing), 4 (middle 
metatarsus), d" 

Loc.-Amboina, Aru Islands, Papua (Paumomu-Fluss). 
flava t mihi, sp. nov., ci" ; pI. xiii, 4 (foreleg, 6"),5 (hind leg,d"). 

Loc.-India (Bengal, Orissa). 
rufipectust mihi, sp. nov., d' 

Loc.-West Bengal. 
tincta, mihi, sp. nov., d" 9 ; pI. xiii, 6 (fore leg, d'), 7 (tip of ci' 

abdonlen). 
Loc.-India, Himalayas, Bengal, Orissa, South India. 

lineatipest mihi, sp. nov., d' 

Loc.-Darjiling. 
dissimilist mihi, sp. nov., ci" 9 ; pI. xiii t .g (fore leg, d' ). 

Loc.-South India (Quilon). 
dilatat mihi, sp. nov. (? d"). 

Loc.-Bengal. 
fascipes t W,lk., r860. Pr. Linn. So. Lond., iv, r63, 9 

Loc.-Macassar. 
linearis, Wlk., 1849. List. Dlpt. Brit. Mus., iv, 998, d' 

Loc.-Philippines. 
monostig~at Thoms., r868. Eugene Resa, Dipt., 587, d' 

Loc.-China. 
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B. Wing enti1'ely clear. 

indicat Wied., I830. Auss. Zweifl. J ii; 467 ; pI. xiii t 9-12 (thorax 
vars.), 13 (fore leg, d"). 

Loc.-. India; Calcutta, Bengal, South In'dia, Assam. 
trivittatat B~g., 1886. Ann. So. Ent. 'Fr., 388. 

Loc.--Bengal, South India, Assaln, Rangoon. 
rufa, Macq., 1850 . Dipt. Exot. Supp., iv, 269, 9 . 

Meij., Ann.~Mus'. Hung., iv, 17Q, d' ~ , and notes. 
Loc.-N ep'al J Assam, Himalayas, Bengal, Orissa, Ronl bay, 

Rangoon, Papua. Also Egypt, from when,ce originally 
described. 

spectabilis, Meij., 1906. Ann. Mus. Hung., iv, 179, d" ~ , pI. ii, 
10 (fore leg, (jt). 

Loc.-Singapore, Papua (Stephansort), South India. 
brevicosta, mihi, sp. nov., d" ~ 

Loc.-Bengal, Punjab, South India. 
adjuncta f mihi, sp. nov., d'; pI. xiii t I4 ~fore leg, d'). 

Loc.--South India. 
brevis, mihi, sp. nov., d'; ,pl. xiii, IS (fore leg, d'). 

Loc.-Central India. 
tenella: Meij., 1906. Ann. Mus. Hung., iv, 183, c!' et (?) ~ , pI. ii, 

I2 (fore leg, d'). 
Loc.-Singapore, Sylhet, Chittagong, base of Darjiling 

Hills (Sukna, 500 ft.), Bengal, South India. 
coprophila, Meij., I906. Ann. Mus. Hung., iv, 178, d' ~ ,pI. ii, IO 

(fore leg, d'). 
Loc.-Singapore, Papua (Stephansort), South India, Calcutta, 

Bengal, Ceylon, Rangoon. 
humeralis, mihi, sp. nov., ci" 

Loc.-Simla, ? Shanghai. 
nepalensis, mihi, sp. nov., 9 

Loc.-Nepal. 
bicolort Wied., 1830. Auss. Zweifl., ii, 468. 

iavanica, Meij., 1904. Bij d. Dierk., xviii, 107, pI. viii, 18 
(fore leg, (jt). . .. 

id., Meij., J906. Ann. Mus. Hung., IV, 184, <:/' ~ , pI. 11, 13 
(fore leg, ci'). 
Loc.-Java, Papua, Rangoon, Colombo, South India, 

Bengal, Darjiling, Sylhet, Nepal, Naini Tal. Also China, 
from whence originally described. 

N.R.-Herr Meijere's two diagrams of the fore leg do not agree. 
Specimens identified by ,me agree with his second figure. 

decipiens t Meij., 1906. Ann. Mus. Hung., iv" I77, cf pl. ii, 9 
(fore leg, d' ). 

Loc.-Papua (Stephansort). 
beckeri, Meij., I906. Loc. cit., 185,d' 9, pI. ii, 14 (fore leg,dt). 

LocI-Bombay, Singapore. 
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pubipes t mihi, sp. nov., 0"; pI. xiii, r6: r7, r8 (fore, middle; 
hind legs, d"). 

Itoc.-Nepal. 
fasciculata, mihi, sp. nov., d' 

Loc.-Ceylon, Calcutta. 
viduata, Thoms., r868. Eugene Resa, 587. 

Loc.-China, Assam, Eastern Himalayas, Bengal, Calcutta, 
South India, Rangoon, Batavia, Manila. 

N.B.-In addition to the above, all of which appear to be 
distinct species, the following have been described, the descrip­
tions being too brief or too weak for identification. 

S. nitens, Wied., 1824. Analec. Ent., 57, and (1830) Auss 
Z weifl., ii, 467. 

Loc .-China. 

N.B.-This is, according to Handlirsch (who kindly compared 
a specimen with the type r, quite distinct from both typical 
bicolor, Wied. (1 avanica, Meij.), and the red variety of bicolor, 
with which I had thought it might have been identical. 

S. lateralis, Wied., r830. Auss. Zweifl., ii, 468. 
Loc.-Chinal 

N.B.-A specimen in indifferent condition in the Indian Museum 
collection, incorrectly determined by .Bigot as this species, 
is my brevicosta. An example of my brevicosta, sent to the 
Vienna Museum, and kindly compared by Herr Handlirsch 
with Wiedemann's type, was returned as certainly distinct 
from that author's species. 

S. complicata t Wied., r830. Auss. Zweifl., ii, 468. 
Loc.-China. 

S. testacea, Wlk., r860. Pro Linn. So. Lond., iv, r63, d' ~ 
Loc. -Macassar. 

S. frontalis, Wlk., r860. Loc. cit., iv, r63, 0" ~ 
Loc.-· Macassar. 

N.B.-In this species Walker describes the d' as black, and the 
~ as with a yellow thorax and black abdomen. This is 

the only jnstance to my knowledge in which the sexes differ 
in colour, with the ~xception of my new species dissimilis, in 
\v hich, however, the colours are reversed. 

S. revocans, Wlk., r860. Loc. cit., iv, r63, ~ 
Loc.-Macassar, Philippines. 

N.B.-As in none of these six descriptions is any mention 
made of a wing spot, the presumption is that they will all 
fall in the' ( wing clear" division of the genus. 


