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In the co~se of my studies on the Scops owl (Otus), I found that the 
Wpul*\tions of Otus brucei (Hume)l from the Middle East differ sufficiently 
Hem those of Western India to jus~ify 8ubspecific recognition. I propose 
to name it as-

OtU8 brucei exiguus, subsp. nov. 

Type.-B.N.H.S.2 No. 11947 ; adult male; Bagdad, Iraq; July 1921 ; 
6ex Cheesman collection. 

Diagnosis.-Compared with OtU8 b. brucei of Bombay State, it is 
smaller a~d darker with broader central streaks on upper and lower 
plumage. 
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Range.-Iraq, Iran, and Baluchistan. 

There is a single specimen from Pamir in the Indian Museum collection 
which I am unable to separate from. O.b. exiguus. However, more 
specimens are needed to be examined before we come to any conclusion 
as to' correct placing of the Pamir populations. 

11 do not agree with Meinertzhagen [(Bull. Brit. orn. OZ. LXIX (1), p. 165 (194:9)], in 
oonsidering O. bt'ucei (Rume), as a race of O. 8COpB (Linn.). 

I Stands for Bombay Natural History Sooiety. 
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Rernarks.-The more important distinguishing characters of the 
two races of Otus brucei may be summarized as follows :-

Colour of the ruff 

ColoUr of the baok 

Colour of breast and 
abdomen 

Colour ot" soapulars 

O.b. brucei 

Pale buff. Feathers 
narrowly edged with 
dark brown. 

Pale earthy brown 
with nearly obsolete 
dusky cross vermi­
oulation. Central 
narrow shaft stripe 
on eaoh feather less 
prominent. 

Fulvous white with a 
narrow, oentral, 
dark brown shaft 
stripe on eaoh 
feather. 

Buff. 

O.b. uiguu, 

Grey. Feathers brodl, 
tipped. 

Dark isabelline with 
darker cross vermiou­
latio n. Central ahaft 
stripe of each feather 
more prominent. 

Grey with a broad, oen­
tral, clove brown shaft 
stripe on each feather. 

White. 

I am grateful to the authorities of the Bombay Natural History 
Society for t.he loan of some material for my study and for allowing me 
to describe a specimen from their collection. 
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