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INTRODUCTION 

Some informations are available on Indian araneid forms along with other 
groups of spiders from previous workers viz., Walckenaer (1841), Doleschall ( 1857), 
Cambridge (18~9, 99), Stoliczka (1869), Simon (1877, 89, 1906), Thorell (1877, 95), 
Pocock (1900), Narayan (1915), Gravely (1921,22), Sherriffs(1928, 29), Caporiacco 
(1934, 35), Oyal (1935) and Sinha (1951). Recently Tikader and his co-workers 
(1960-1982), Sadana (1973) and Patel (1r75) added several new species of this 
family. 

The genus Meta was first recorded and only one species wa~ described by 
Cambridg~ (1885) from N.W. India. Then, Tikader (1982) added one more species 
of the same genus. Till now 18 species of the genus Neoscona are described from 
India, out of which recent additions are of two species by Tikader (1975, 80), six 
species by Tikader & Bal (1981) and one species by Patel & Reddy (in press), Meta 
abdomenalis is the third species and Neoscona dhumani is the ninteenth species 
described from Indian sub-continent. 

While examining the spide collections made by one of us (TSR) from Coastal 
Andhra Pradesh, we came across a new species ot"the genus Meta and a new species 
of the genus Neoscona which are described and illustrated here. 

All type specimens will in due course be deposited in the National Collections of 
Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta. 

1. Meta abdomenal" sp. nov. (Fig. 1, a-d) 

General: Cephalothorax and legs light yellowish brown with chalk white and 
brownish patches. Abdomen chalk white greyish with brown patches. Total length 
3.75 mm. Carapace 1.20 mm long, 1.15 mm wide; abdomen3.00mm long, 2.50mm 
wide. 

Cephalothorax : Slightly long~·r th~l1 \vide, narrowiag in front, clot~~ with 
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pubescence C1nd hClirs : cephalic regiun is slightl~' ~Ie\'illeti ,han the l!k'ral-ic: regiun 
and pale in (.-olour : thurax with de~p fove". Anteriur ro\\' of eyes recun'cd hut 
posterior row nearly straight ur slightly recur\'ed. Anleriur nl~di"ns are slightly 
smaller than the pusterior nledians. posterior nlcdians encircled by hlack. rin~s and 
clust!r to each other than tu adjacent Intends. Lnterals ciuse tugether ano situated 
on prominent tubercles as in Fig. I a. Oculnr guad as lung cas wide. Sternuln heart 
shaped. pointed behind. clothed with puhescence and huirs. Luhiunl slightly wider 
than lung. brownish with pale distal t:nd. Maxillae slightly longer lhan wide. 
bruwnish with pale distal end and provided with scupulne. Sternum. lat,ium and 
n13xiUae as in Fig. I h. Chelicerae moderate. velltl\\'ish. haw-ing indislinct snlall boss. 
Legs thin. long an,1 strong. light yellowish hruwn. clothed w;th pubescence .. hairs 
and spines. Fenlur~1 u" all legs provided· \\'ith some fine hut strung hairs on ventral 
side. l~~ formula I 2 4 J. 

:\I,,/e : Unknown. 

Ahdonrell : Suboval. clothed with pubescence. p4.)inted anteriorly. Dorsum of 
abdunlen provided with a folium composed uf chalk white greyish and brownish 
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Fig. 1. Meta abdomenalis sp.nov. : a. Dorsal view of female (legs omitted) ~ b. Sternum, labium 
and maxillae ; c. E.p~gyne ; d. Internal genitalia. 



PATEL cl REDDY ~ Oll.ww 8p«w. of MCltltIIId N~tUco"" 13 

palclies and two pain of distinct sigillae arranged midlon8itudinalIY as in 
Fig. I D. Alklomen both anterio-lDterally and IKlSterio-iaterally provided with one 
pair ,If balck patches. Ventral side greyish brow" with a median broad greyish 
patch guarded by a pair of chalk-white bracket shaped patches inbetween epigastric 
furrow and spinnerets. Epigyne provid~ with a broad median septum and a pair of 
lateral swellings as in Fig. I c. Internal genitalia as in Fig. 1 d. 

HoIOI.vpe : One t in spiriL 

T)·pe LOI:tllily: Araku valley, Dist. Visakhapatnam IB.x.I986. Coil. T.S. Reddy. 

Diagnosis: Thm species resembles to Melli simlae,w, Tikader but it is separated 
as- follows: ti) Abdomen botb anterio--lateraDy and postttri&.lateraUy provided with 
one pair of black patches but in M. simloetub nO such black patch~. (ii) AbdOmen 
suboval. pointed anteriorly but in M. si",lIIensa oval, nut pointed 8Illeriorly. 
(iii) Epigyne and internal genitalia are also Structurally diff.nt. ' 

2. Neoaeea d ..... 1 sp. nov. t Fig. 2, .. h) 

General: Cephalothorax and legs yellowisb,' abdomen yeUowish grey. Total 
length 6.05 mm. Carapace 2.65 mm long, 2.30 mm wide; abdomen 3.75 mm long, 
3.65 mm wide. 

Cephalolhorax : Longer than wide. narrowing in front, yellowish-brown, clothed 
with pubescence and hairs. Thoracic region provided with t~jn longitudinal deep 
fo\'ea. Bt)th rows of ey.es recurved. Anterior median eyes slightly larger than the 
posterior medians. laterals close together and each situated on a tubercle. Ocular 
quad slightly wider than long, wider in front than behind as in Fig: 2 a. Sternum 
heart shaped, pointed behind, yellowish. Labium wider than long, crescent shaped, 
yellowish and distal end with hairs. Maxillae nearly triangular,. yellowish and 
pruvided with distinct scopulae. Sternum, labium and maxillae as in Fig. 2 b. 
Ch-.!licerae moderately strong. yellowish and provided with median boss : inner and 
outer margins of fang furrow provided with three teeth each. Legs long and strong, 
yellowish, clothed with. hairs and spines. Tibiae and metatarsi- of legs I and II 
provided with five and four pairs of ventral spines respectively. Leg formula 1 243. 

Male: It is similar to female but slightly smaller. Total length 4.50 mm. Male 
palp _ in Fig. 2 I, g and h. 

Abdomen : Nearly oval, yellowish grey ·with chalk-white patches, ~Iothed with 
black based grey hairs, an~erior portion Wider than behind as in Fig. ~ a. Dorsum of 
abdomen provided with five pairs of sigi1lae iuTanged mid-longitudinaUy in descending 
order for their size. Ventral side pale in colour. Epigyne with a upwardly directed 
scape provided with a constriction nearly at the middle BS in Fig. 2 c .and d. Internal 
genitalia .. in Fig. 2 e. 

Ho/otype : J i ,ptlrutype: 11 ~ ,allotype: 2 11 in spirit. 

Type Locality : Bhimunipatnam, Dist. Visakhapatnam, 8.x.I986. CoiL 
T.S. Reddy. 

""".".is: This species resembles to Neoscona pavida (Simon) but it is separate 
as 1bIJowI : (ij Base 01 cephalic region is not provided with a 'V' shaped brow 
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marking but in N. p(H'icia base of cephalic region provided with a 'V" shaped brown 
marking. (ii~ Thoracic-region is not provided with a longitudinal deep gruove but in 
N. pal'ida it is present. (iii) Dorsum of abdomen provided with five pairs of sigilJae 
but in N. pavida four pairs of sigillae. (iv) Epigyne and internal genitalia are also 
structurally different. 
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Fig. 2. Neoscona dhulnani sp. nov. : a. Dorsal view of feluale (legs omittedt ~ b. Sternunl.lahiunl and 
Illaxillae : c. Epigyn~ : d. Lateral view of epigyne ; e; Internal genitalia :-f~J~ight nlal~ palp .. 
ventral view: g. Rig~t 1l1ale palp - outer view: h.·'right "lale palp • inner v-icw. 

SUMMARY 

Two new species of the genera lv/eta and Neoscolla 1';= .. ~Wel(l ahd(.lI11ellal-l:f ·and 
Neoscona dhumalliare'described and illustrated here fronl \' isakhapat nalll Disfricl 
of Coastal Andhra Pradesh. India. 
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