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Introduction
The Bronzeback tree snake, Dendrelaphis tristis (Daudin 
& Sonnini, 1803), is a widely distributed species and 
can be found in Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan (Masroor, 
2011), Bangladesh, Nepal (Van Rooijen & Vogel, 2008), 
Myanmar (Ziegler & Vogel, 1999). In India, it has been 
recorded from Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh (Chandra 
& Gajbe, 2005), Gujarat (Patel et al., 2018), Maharashtra, 
Goa, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh (Bala Subramanyam, 
2017), Kerala (Palot, 2015), Tamil Nadu (Janani et al., 
2016), Uttar Pradesh (Kanaujia et al., 2017), West Bengal 
(Gayen et al., 2017) and Assam – Bongaigaon district 
(Nath et al., 2011). The northernmost record of D. tristis 
is from Rajaji National Park, Uttarakhand (Joshi et al., 
2019). However, there was no record of this snake from 
Haryana state.

Material and Methods
On 9th August 2018, a road-killed individual of 
Dendrelaphis tristis was recorded from the Bir Shikargaha 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Haryana (30.77917° N, 76.94917° 

E, 312 meters msl). The individual snake was identified 
following Smith (1943); Whitaker and Captain (2008) 
and morphological characters were recorded following 
Dowling (1951).

Results
Following meristic and morphometric characters were 
recorded and the individual snake was identified by using 
descriptions provided in Smith (1943).

Head distinctly broader than neck, snout bluntly 
rounded two supralabials in contact with eye, bronze-
brown colored back. Scales in 15:15:9 oblique rows, 
ventrals – 209, anal divided; supralabials 8 (5th and 6th 
touching the eye), 1 preocular and 2 postoculars, total 
body length – 80.5cm (snout to vent length– 55 cm and 
tail length – 25.5cm). The snout-vent length and tail-
length were measured by marking the length on a piece 
of string and subsequently measuring the position of 
the mark to the nearest 0.5cm. The snout-vent length 
was measured to the posterior margin of the anal plate. 
Interparietal spot present. The underside was pale green 
in colour (Figure 2A & 2B). 
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Figure 1.  Map showing the distribution of Dendrelaphis tristis (red shading) and new locality  record 
(brown shading) from Haryana, India. 

Figure 2.  (a). Inter parietal spot on D. tristis (b). Ventral view of D. tristis.
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Discussion
The distribution of Dendrelaphis tristis ranges from Sri 
Lanka northwards through most of India to Myanmar and 
Nepal (Van Rooijen & Vogel, 2008). The northernmost 
record of D. tristis is from Rajaji Tiger reserve (267 meters 
msl), Uttarakhand (Joshi et al., 2019). Aerial distance 
between Bir Shikargah Wildlife Sanctuary and Rajaji 
National Park is 168 km. The present communication 
reports the new locality record for D. trisitis from Bir 

Shikargah Wildlife Sanctuary, Haryana. Considering 
the available literature and reliable records of D. tristis 
in North India, this is the northernmost and first record 
from the state of Haryana.

Acknowledgments 
The authors like to acknowledge Fergus Mark Anthony for 
his help in photo documentation during the field survey. 

References 
Bala Subramanyam, V. V. 2017. Herpetofaunal diversity in Chiravaripalli and Ellutla reserve forest of Ananthapuram district, Andhra 

Pradesh, International Journal of Fauna and Biological Studies, 4(5): 93-98.
Chandra, K. and Gajbe, P. 2005. An inventiory of herptofauna of Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh, Zoos’ Print Journal, 20(3): 1812-

1819. https://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.ZPJ.1087.1812-9.
Daudin, F. M. and Sonnini, C. S. 1803. Histoire naturelle generale et particuliere des reptiles. Paris: De L’Imprimerie de F. Dufart; 6: 430.
Dowling, H. G. 1951. A proposed standard system of counting ventrals in snakes, British Journal of Herpetology, 1: 97-99.
Gayen, D., Dey, S. and Utpal, S. R. 2017. Diversity of snakes in and around Durgapur City, West Bengal, India. Reptile Rap. No.176. 

September 2017.
Janani, S., Maheshwaran, E. G., Leenu, J., Samuel, T. and Raveen, R. 2016. Diversity of snake rescued at Chennai, Tamilnadu, India, 

International Journal of Fauna and Biological Studies, 3(5): 81-86.
Joshi, R., Singh, A. and Puri, K. 2019. The northernmost record of the colubrid snake Dendralephis tristis (Daudin, 1803) (Reptilia: 

Squamata: Serpentes) in India (Rajaji Tiger reserve), Herpetological Notes, 12: 305-308.
Kanaujia, A., Kumar, A. and Kumar, A. 2017. Herpetofauna of Uttar Pradesh, Biological Forum, 9(1): 118-130.
Masroor, R. 2011. The common Bronzeback tree snake Dendrelaphis tristis (Daudin, 1803): An addition to the herptofauna of Paki-

stan, Pakistan J. Zool., 43(6): 1215-1218.
Nath, A., Singha, H. and Das, A. 2011. Snakes of bongaigaon municipality area, Assam, India, Reptile Rap. No.13, September 2011.
Palot, M.J. 2015. A checkilist of reptiles of Kerala, India, Journal of Threatened Taxa, 7(13): 8010-8022. https://doi.org/10.11609/

jott.2002.7.13.8010-8022.
Patel, H., Vyas, R., Nail, V., Dudhatra, B and Tank, S.K. 2018. Herpetofauna of the Northern Western Ghats of Gujarat, India, Zoology 

and Ecology. https://doi.org/10.1080/21658005.2018.1499237.
Smith, M.A. 1943. The fauna of British India, Ceylon and Burma. Reptilia and Amphibia. Volume III. Serpentes. Taylor and Francis, 

London: UK; p. 583. https://www.cabi.org/ISC/abstract/20087207515. 
Van Rooijen, J. and Vogel, G. 2008. An investigation into the taxonomy of Dendrelaphis tristis (Daudin, 1803): Revalidation of  

Dipsas schokari (Kuhl, 1820) (Serpentes, Colubridae), Contributions to Zoology, 77(1): 33-43. https://doi.org/10.1163/18759866-
07701005.

Whitaker, R. and Captain, A. 2008. Snakes of India the field guide. Published by Draco Books, Tamil Nadu, India; p. 158.
Ziegler, T. and Vogel, G. 1999. On the knowledge and specific status of Dendrelaphis ngansonensis (Bourret 1935) (Reptilia: Serpentes: 

Colubridae), Russian Journal of Herpetology, 6(3): 199-208.


