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INTRODUCTION 

Polychaetes are bristle-bearing segmented 
worms belonging to phylum Annelida, class 
Polychaeta. Polychaetes being the most dominant 
groups in benthic infaunal commtmities contribute 
about 80% to the total macrobenthic community 
and their diet include microbial (bacteria, 
microalgae, protists and fungi), meiobial and 
organic substance (Shou et al., 2009). In the trophic 
systeni, benthic fauna plays a significant role as 
they exploit all forms of food available in the 
sediment and form an important link in the energy 
transfer (Crisp, 1971, Shou et al, 2009). Polychaetes 
form an important component in the marine food 
chain especially for bottom fish and some mammals 
as they form an important source of food for 
demersal fish (Parulekar et al. 1982; Herman et al. 
2000). Worldwide number of Polychaetes estimated 
as 8000 species (Bianchi & Morri, 2000; Fredj et al., 
1992). 

The polychaetous annelids from India are listed 
in systematic arrangement with references to their 
occurrences in the northern Indian Ocean. The 
fauna of the nor thern Indian Ocean is well 
documented through numerours works in many 
journals by scientists from earlier times to the 
present. The northern Indian Ocean is here defined 
as extending from Red sea and Gulf of Oman in 
the west through Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal 
to the Western side of the Maly Archipelago the 
east. Its southern extension is through the chain of 
the Andaman Islands south to Sumatra. Voluminous 

works by Grube (1878) on the Semper collections 
in the Philippine Archipelago. A long list of 
Polychaete names is attributed to Savigny 1818-20; 
Most of the Polychaetes in the richly diversified 
fauna in Indo-Pacific regions have been detailed 
in recent years.The most informative of these is 
Fauvel, 1932 in which 300 species are named.A 
more comprehensive work is Fauvel 1953 when 
450 Species were named coming from the Persian 
Gulf, Arabain Sea, Bay of Bengal. Polychaetes are 
also being used for biomonitoring program as 
organic pollution indicators to check the health of 
the marine environment (Remani et al., 1983; 
Warwick and Ruswahyuni 1987; Jayaraj et al., 2007). 
It was only after 1970, the work on marine soft 
bottom macrobenthos along the Indian coast has 
been carried out by several workers (Parulekar et 
a l , 1975; Ansari et a l , 1977; Harkantra et al. 1980; 
Jayaraj et al., 2007). However our knowledge of 
the Polychaetes fauna from Tamilnadu coast is 
based on the works of records are also available 
f r o m G r a v e l y (1927) G h o s h (1953) , 
Balasubramanyan (1960a, 1960b, 1964), Ajmal khan 
Vivekanandan and Balasubramanyan (1975) and 
Chandran et a l , (1984). 

This paper provides a comprehensive account 
of the diversity of marine polychaetes of India. 
Information on polychaetes is available only from 
14 marine stations and one estauary on the east 
coast and west coast. The present paper deals with 
330 species of benthic Polychaetes as belonging to 
66 families under 163 genera in 15 stations of India. 
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I î' 

I- s 

13 .a 
CO 

pa 

I 
a, 

1^ 
01 
<u 
CO 

CO 

1 
O 

tf 
li 

o 

^ -
I'* 5 cs 

I 
•s a 

o .1 
§ 6 

r 
w .cj 

'72 ^3 O V3 

w O H O H 

^ ^ 

5 

.1 & 

13 
K 

S 

!> 

e o -a s: 

en 
w 
U 
w 
cn 

s 

'C 

a. 

_0j .rt 

01 0> 
CO 
O H 
CO 

0) 

a, 
^ u ;§ fS 

u, 
y . & • 

CO 

cs S " -S o 

"i -5 -2 K .S 

i t l i '̂  i 11 H11 i I ^ I 

43 ^ 

ri 
c3 o 

l > ' i 

o 

•2 •- ^ Ji 13 
S 

^ 

V) 
!=> 

O 

S 

m 

-^ 
8 

< 
D 
pa w 

<a 

o 
U 

01 
CO 

•n 
'a 

a. 

T 
i 

cd T3 

T 
4s 
-si 

Di 

01 

13 

^ 

fS 
' ^ 
u 

CD 
JS 
:s 

^ 
' ^ 
u 

0) 
JS 
:s 

1 
u 

01 
CO 

1-) 

'S 

cq 

o s 
S . a. • 

•a 

I I-
^ ^ 

II 
6 

tlt*^ 
•^ s 

hH hH 

cu 
CO 

1 3 

I BH W 

cu CL> 

S ^ K K 

5L> 
o o <s 

13 I S ^ 
O O P 

CH OH OH OH 

ftffililc7rUc^c^&H&HPHcJ5cBuaaDD<HHH2^ciHpLHPHPH&H 

I 
13 

is 
0 1 
CO 

K j pLi 

w 
D 
pes 
O 

CO 
1 3 

O 

o 

CO 

'u o 
o 

CO 
13 
• iH u o 
13 

o 

CO 
1 3 
• iH u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'u o 
Ti o 

CO 

'u o 
O 

CO 
13 
• i H 
U 
o 

1 3 
O 

CO 
13 
• iH u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'u o 
13 o 

CO 

'0 o 
o 

CO 

'u o 
O 

CO 

'u o 
13 

o 

CO 
1 3 
• iH u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 
1 3 
- iH u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'o o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'u 
o 
O 

CO 

"3 'u o 
O 

CO 
13 
• i H 
U 
o 

1 3 
O 

CO 
1 3 
• iH u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'o o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'u 
o 

CO 

"3 
'u o 
O 

CO 
13 
• i H 
U 
o 

1 3 
O 

CO 
13 
• iH u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'u o 
1 3 

O 

CO 

'u 
o 
o 

CO 

"3 'u o 
O 

2^i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 2^i ^• i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 2^1 C *̂ C *̂ ^ ^ Ĉ ^ Ĉ ^ ^•^ £•* ^ ^ Ĉ ^ Ĉ ^ ^•^ C *̂ ^ ^ C^ Ĉ ^ Ĉ ^ C *̂ 
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