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Abstract

Great Nicobar Island is the largest island in the Nicobar group and this is the southernmost islands of this archipelago. The
regular field surveys have been carried out as the major ecological studies on bird communities of this island. Recently,
eight birds were sighted from this island which is first report to the Nicobar group of Islands.
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The Great Nicobar Island is the southernmost Island
of Andaman & Nicobar archipelago and lies between
6° 45" and 7° 15’ N latitudes and 93° 38 and 93° 55" E
longitudes. The Great Nicobar Island includes, Great
Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Campbell Bay National
Park, Galathea National Park, Galathea Bay Wildlife
Sanctuary and Megapode Island Wildlife Sanctuary. The
total geographical area of this island is approximately
1044.54 km? of which the Biosphere Reserve consists of
1038.70 km? (UNESCO, 2013). The island is represented
by tropical evergreen forest ecosystem including a host of
forest system, ranging from seasonal rain forests in the
low hills, tropical mountain forests and moist deciduous
to dry deciduous forest. The Great Nicobar Island is
located about 482 km south of Port Blair, the capital of the
Union Territory. The length of this island is 55 km from
Murray Point in the North to Indira Point in the South.
This island has a rich heritage of faunal diversity and
this area also inhabits one of the most endangered avian
species Nicobar Megapode Megapodius nicobariensis
(Sankaran, 1998).

The scientific studies on the birds in the Andaman and
Nicobar islands have been initiated by Blyth (1845, 1846,
1863 and 1866) followed by Beavan (1867), Hume (1873,
1874a, 1874b, 1876), Butler (1899a, 1899b, 1899¢, 1900).
Followed by Abdulali, (1964, 1965, 1967, 1971, 1976,
1979, and 1981); Das, (1971); Tikader, (1984); Chandra
and Rajan, (1996); Pande et al. (2007); Sankaran, 1995a,
1995b, 1995¢, 1998), Sankaran, 2001. Recently, a number

of research studies have been carried out on different
aspects on the avifauna of these islands (Sivakumar,
2003, Yahya and Zaarri, 2003, Sivakumar and Sankaran,
2005a,b, Vijayan, 2007, Rasmussen and Anderton, 2012).
Sivaperuman et al. (2010) reported 284 species of birds
from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and since
then sixteen species of birds have been reported by him
and co-workers for the first time from this archipelago
(Sivaperuman et al., 2012; 2013; 2014a,b; 2015a-c). As
a part of survey programme of faunal communities of
Nicobar groups of Islands, we have carried out field
survey in Great Nicobar Island, during the exploration
eight species of birds were sighted from Great Nicobar
Island which is first report to Nicobar group of Islands.

Vanellus cinereus
Grey-headed Lapwing (Linnaeus, 1758)

On 10" October 2015, three adults Grey-headed Lapwing
Vanellus cinereus were recorded from the marshland at
Govind Nagar, Great Nicobar Island (Lat. 07° 00.242’
N; Long. 93° 54.571" E) (Figure 1). This species is
characterized by grey head, yellow bill with black tip,
yellow legs, blackish breast and red eyes. They generally
prefer marshland for foraging. Grey-headed Lapwing are
regular winter visitors to the Andaman group of Islands,
however there is no reports from Great Nicobar Island.
This species has not been reported from Nicobar group
of Islands by previous researchers (Ali and Ripley, 1983;
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Tikader, 1984; Kumar et al., 2005; Grimmett et al., 2008;
Rasmussen and Anderton, 2012). This is the first sighting
of Vanellus cinereus from Great Nicobar Island.

Figure 1. Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus
cinereus (Linnaeus, 1758).

Dendronanthus indicus
Forest Wagtail (Gmelin, 1789)

On 12" October 2015, a single individual of Forest
Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus was recorded from East-
West Road of Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve (Lat. 06°
59.923’ N; Long. 93° 52.676” E) (Figure 2). This species is
a typical evergreen forest dweller is characterized by pink
legs, black breast, olive upper plumage and white under
parts. This is the first sighting from the Great Nicobar
Island and this has not been reported from Nicobar
group of Islands (Ali and Ripley, 1983; Kumar ef al., 2005;
Grimmett et al., 2008; Rasmussen and Anderton, 2012).

Figure 2. Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus
indicus (Gmelin, 1789).

Tringa glareola
Wood Sandpiper Linnaeus, 1758

Two individuals of Tringa glareola were sighted on 08
October 2015 from INS Baaz Airport, Campbell Bay (Lat.
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07°00.850° N; Long. 93° 52.435” E). This species generally
prefers mudflats and shallow water and common winter
visitor of Andaman group of islands. It is characterized by
a long and straight bill, broad whitish supercilium, pale
brown with white spots, white belly, greenish legs and
a bold black tail (Figure 3). This is a new distributional
record to the Nicobar group of Islands (Ali and Ripley,
1983; Kumar et al., 2005; Grimmett et al., 2008; Rasmussen
and Anderton, 2012).

Figure 3. Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Linnaeus.

Egretta alba
Great Egret (Linnaeus, 1758)

Four individuals of Large Egret Egretta alba were sighted
at Gandhi Nagar in Great Nicobar Island (Lat. 06° 50.334’
N; Long. 93° 53.656’ E) on 21* June 2015 (Figure 4).
These are resident birds of the Andaman Islands with
local migration but this has not been reported from the
Nicobar group of Islands. These birds are characterized
by their typical white plumage, long yellow bill, blue lores,
flat forehead and long, black legs. Ali and Ripley (1983);
Kumar et al., (2005), Grimmett et al. (2008), Rasmussen
and Anderton (2012) have not reported this species from
Nicobar group of Islands.

Figure 4. Great Egret Egretta alba (Linnaeus).
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Gallirallus striatus nicobariensis
Blue-breasted Rail Abdulali, 1967

One individual of Blue-Breasted Rail was recorded from
Campbell Bay in Great Nicobar Island (Lat. 07°00.850’
N; Long. 93°52.435 E) on 27" March 2016 from the
flooded grasslands (Figure 5). These are resident birds of
the Central Nicobar group of Islands this has not been
sighted in the Southern group of Nicobar Islands. These
birds are characterized by their darker, broader whitish
bar, iris are greyish brown; blackish bill, legs and feet dark
brown and larger. Ali and Ripley (1983), Grimmett et al.
(2008), Rasmussen and Anderton (2012) not reported
this species from this Island.

Figure 5. Nicobar Blue-Breasted Rail
Gallirallus striatus nicobariensis Abdulali.

Eurystomus orientalis gigas
Dollar Bird Stesemann, 1913

On 24™ March 2016 one individual of Broad-billed Roller
perched on top of tree branch was sighted at East West
Road, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve (06°59.468 N;
93°52.310 E) (Figure 6). This species has not been reported
from the Great Nicobar Islands by previous workers Ali
& Ripley (1983), Grimmett et al. (2008), Rasmussen &
Anderton (2012).

Figure 6. Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus
orientalis gigas Stesemann.
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Saxicola stejnegeri
Common Stonechat (Linnaeus, 1766)

On 20" February 2016, while we were surveying INS
BAAZ, Airport, Campbell Bay (07°00.850°N, 93°52.435’E),
one individual of Common Stonechat was sighted. This
is a regular winter visitor to Andaman Islands. However
this species not reported by the previous researchers
(Ali & Ripley, 1983; Grimmett et al., 2008; Rasmussen &
Anderton, 2012).

Figure 7. Common Stonechat Saxicola
stejnegeri (Linnaeus, 1766).

Sturnus roseus
Rosy Starling (Linnaeus, 1758)

Single individual of Rosy Starling was sighted on 07
February 2016 on the Sastri Nagar of Great Nicobar Island
(06°51.582°N, 93°53.318’E). This individual was resting
on electric wire and characterized by head, throat and tail
glossy black tail, yellowish beak, and pink legs (Figure 8).
This species is a new distribution record to the Nicobar
group of Islands (Ali and Ripley 1983; Grimmett et al.,
2008; Rasmussen and Anderton, 2012).

Figure 8. Rosy Starling Sturnus roseus (Linnaeus 1758).

Zoological Survey of India I 75 -



Eight new records of birds from Great Nicobar Island, Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Acknow[edgements INS Baaz, Ministry of Defence, Government of India for
financial support to carry out this study. We also thank
Mr. Sivaramakrishnan, Photographer for sharing the
photograph of Blue-breasted Rail.

The authors thank the Director, Zoological Survey of
India, Kolkata for his encouragement and constant
support to undertake the research project. CS thanks

References

Abdulali, H. 1964. Four new races of birds from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Journal of Bombay Natural History Society 61(2):
410-417.

Abdulali, H. 1965. The birds of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Journal of Bombay Natural History Society 61(3): 483-571.

Abdulali, H. 1967. The birds of the Nicobar Islands, with notes on some Andaman birds. Journal of Bombay Natural History Society
64 (2): 139-190.

Abdulali, H. 1971. Narcondam Island and notes on some birds from the Andaman Islands. Journal of Bombay Natural History Society
68(2): 385-411.

Abdulali, H. 1976. The fauna of Narcondam Island. Part 1. Birds. Journal of Bombay Natural History Society 71(3): 496-505.

Abdulali, H. 1979. The birds of Great and Car Nicobars with some notes on wildlife conservation in the Islands. Journal of Bombay
Natural History Society 75(3): 744-772.

Abdulali, H. 1981. Additional notes on Andaman birds. Journal of Bombay Natural History Society 78(1): 46-49.

Alj, S. and S.D. Ripley 1983. Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan, together with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri
Lanka, Volume 1, Divers and Hawks. Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 380pp.

Kumar, A., J.P. Sati, Tak P.C. and Alfred, J.R.B. 2005. Handbook on Indian Wetland Birds and their conservation. Zoological Survey
of India, Kolkata. 468 p.

Beavan, R.C. 1867. The avifauna of the Andaman Islands. Ibis 3(3): 314-334.

Blyth, E. 1845. Notices and descriptions of various new or little known species of birds. J. Asiatic Soc. Bengal 14: 546-602.

Blyth, E. 1846. Notices and descriptions of various new or little known species of birds. J. Asiatic Soc. Bengal 15: 1-54.

Blyth, E. 1863. Report of the Curator, Zoology Dept. J. Asiatic Soc. Bengal 32: 73-90.

Blyth, E. 1866. Abstracts from letters from Capt. Blair. Ibis 2: 220-221.

Butler, A.L. 1899a. The birds of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Part 1. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 12(2): 386-403.

Butler, A.L. 1899b. The birds of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Part II. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 12(3): 555-571.

Butler, A.L. 1899c. The birds of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Part II1. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 12(4): 684-696.

Butler, A.L. 1900. The birds of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Part 4. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 13(1): 144-154.

Chandra, K. and Rajan, PT. 1996. Observation on avifauna of Mount Harriett National Park, South Andaman (A & N Islands). Indian
Forester 1996 (October): 965-968.

Das, PK. 1971. New records of birds from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. J. Bomnbay Nat. Hist. Soc. 68(2): 459-461.

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C. and Inskipp, T. 2008. Pocket Guide to the Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. Christopher Helm, London,
384 p.

Hume, A.O. 1873. Notes. Avifauna of the Islands of the Bay of Bengal. Stray Feathers 1(5): 421-423.

Hume, A.O. 1874a. Additional notes on the avifauna of the Andaman Islands. Stray Feathers I1(6): 490-501.

Hume, A.O. 1874b. Contributions to the ornithology of India. The islands of the Bay of Bengal. Stray Feathers II (1,2&3): 29-324.

Hume, A.O. 1876. Additional notes on the avifauna of the Andaman Islands. Stray Feathers IV (4,5 & 6): 279-294.

Pande, S., Sant, N.S., Ranade, S., Pednekar, P., Mestry, P., Deshpande, S., Kharat and Deshmukh, V. 2007. Avifaunal survey of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, January 2007. Indian Birds 3(5): 162- 180

Rasmussen, P.C. and Anderton, J.C. 2012. Birds of South Asia: The Ripley Guide, Volums I ¢ 2. Smithsonian Institution & Lynx Edi-
cion. Washington D.C. and Barcelona, 1072pp.

Sankaran, R. 1995a. The distribution, status and conservation of the Nicobar Megapode Megapodius nicobariensis. Biol. Conserv. 72: 17-25.

Sankaran, R. 1995b. The distribution, status and conservation of the Nicobar Megapode Megapodius nicobariensis. Biol. Conserv. 72:
17-26.

Sankaran, R. 1995c. Distribution, status and conservation of the Nicobar Megapode. In: Avian Conservation in India. 43-44. Vijayan,
L. (ed.) Coimbatore: SACON. Sankaran, R. 1995. The distribution, status and conservation of the Nicobar Megapode Megapodius
nicobariensis. Biological Conservation 72: 17-26.

Sankaran, R. 1998. An annotated list of the endemic avifauna of the Nicobar islands. Forktail 13: 17-22.

Sankaran, R. 2001. The status and conservation of the Edible-nest Swiftlet (Collocalia fuciphaga) in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
Biological Conservation 97: 283-294.

Sivakumar, K. 2003. Some observations on the breeding biology of birds on Great Nicobar Island, India. Forktail 19: 130-131.

Sivakumar, K. and Sankaran, R. 2005a. The diet of the Nicobar Megapode Megapodius nicobariensis, in Great Nicobar Island. J. Bom-
bay Nat. Hist. Soc. 102(1): 105-106.

- 76 | vol 117(1) | 2017 | www.recordsofzsi.com Zoological Survey of India



C. Sivaperuman and G. Gokulakrishnan

Sivakumar, K. and Sankaran, R. 2005b. Natural history notes on chicks of the Nicobar Megapode Megapodius nicobariensis. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 101 (3): 452-452 (2004).

Sivaperuman, C., Venkatraman, C. and Raghunathan, C. 2010. Avifauna of Andaman and Nicobar Islands: An Overview. pp. 399-412.
In: Recent Trends in Biodiversity of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Ramakrishna, Raghunathan, C and Sivaperuman, C. (Eds.).
Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata.

Sivaperuman, C., Shah, S.K., Rajan, P.T. and Venkataraman, K. 2012. New record of Common Coot Fulica atra 1758 from Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. J. Bombay. Nat. Hist. Soc. 103: 199-200.

Sivaperuman, C., Dinesh, J. and Gokulakrishnan, G. 2013. Sighting of Pheasant-tailed Jacana (Hydrophasianuschirugus Scopoli, 1758)
from South Andaman. Tigerpaper 40(4) October-December: 13-17.

Sivaperuman, C., Gokulakrishnan, G., Dinesh, J. and Venkataraman, K. 2014a. Six new records of birds from Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. Biological Forum - An International Journal 6(1): 127-133.

Sivaperuman, C., Dinesh, J., Gokulakrishnan, G. and Venkataraman, K. 2014b. First observations of Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura
punctulata (Linnaeus, 1758) from Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Tiger paper 41(1): 32.

Sivaperuman, C, Gokulakrishnan, G., Dinesh, J. and Venkataraman, K. 2015a Three new sighting of birds from Andaman & Nicobar
archipelago. BirdingAsia 24: 141-142

Sivaperuman, C, Gokulakrishnan, G., Dinesh, J. and Venkataraman, K. 2015b. New record of Ferruginous Pochard Aythya nyroca
(Guldenstadt, 1770) from Andaman & Nicobar Islands. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 112(1): 4-5.

Sivaperuman, C., Naveen Kumar, P, Gokulakrishnan, G., Dinesh, J. and Venkataraman, K. 2015c. Sighting of Black-headed Gull
Chroicocephalus ridibundus Linnaeus, 1766 & Wedge-tailed Shearwater Puffinuspacificus Gmelin, 1789 from South Andaman. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 112(2): 95-96

Tikader, B.K. 1984. Birds of Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Zoological Survey of India. Calcutta.

UNESCO 2013. http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ ecological-sciences/biosphere-reserves/asia-and-the-
pacific/india/great-nicobar/

Vijayan, L. 2007. Ecology and conservation of the Andaman Teal. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 103 (2&3): 231-238.

Yahya, H.S.A. and Zarri, A.A. 2003. Status, ecology and behaviour of Narcondam Hornbill, (Aceros narcondami) in Narcondam Island,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 99(3): 434-445.

Vol 117(1) | 2017 | www.recordsofzsi.com Zoological Survey of India I 77 -



